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Editorial 


Back to business 


WITH THE Balkan war over, it has not taken too long for 
the press to return to their old habits. Hostilities were put 
on hold during the war, but the papers have returned to 
the question of refugees and asylum with a vengeance. 
Inaccurate reporting, sensationalism and in some cases 
outright lies, seem to be the order of the day. The same 
refugees who only four months ago were fleeing “ethnic- 
cleansing” and tyranny have once again returned as the 
pariahs of Western civilisation. 

This makes a mockery of the public outpouring of “anti- 
racism’, often led by the very same newspapers which are 
now reviling refugees, that accompanied the publication 
of the Lawrence Report. People fell over themselves to 
prove their anti-racism, the problem, as always, was sup- 
posedly a few bad apples. 

Racism remains endemic in our society and is made 
worse by the scaremongering and ill-informed com- 
ments of the media. The Government, so keen to court 
ethnic minorities when it perceives electoral gain, needs 
to take a lead. It has made strong pronouncements 
against hate crimes but needs to match this with proper 
regulation of racism in the media, to say nothing of a 
reversal of immigration policies such as the Asylum Act. 

It is a matter of cause and effect. No one can be sur- 
prised at a rise in hatred against refugees when the media 
and Government play up their presence as a scourge on 
society. Everyone would immediately be outraged if a 
refugee hostel or shelter were burnt down. But what 
about the people, including leading Kent politicians, who 
-seem hell-bent on stoking up the situation? 

The likely change in the leadership of the British 
National Party gives us a new challenge. While Nick 
Griffin is probably more hardline politically than John 
Tyndall, obsessed as he is with the Jewish conspiracy and 
Holocaust denial, he is also a far more competent politi- 
cal operator. In new hands the BNP is likely to take 
advantage of events such as those in Dover in a way that 
the far right has failed to do in recent years. 


The Prince of Darkness 


Prince Phillip’s recent remark about a fuse box looking 
like it had been put in by “an Indian” caused near univer- 
sal derision in the media. However, almost to a paper, it 
was described as a “gaffe”, rather than by its more appro- 
priate description: racism. When one realises that this 
was just the last in a long line of racist remarks by this 
aristocratic bigot, is it any wonder that increasing num- 
bers of people consider the monarchy out of touch? 
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After 40 years in the leadership of British nazi politics, John Tyndall could soon be out of 
a job. This month his position as leader of the British National Party is being challenged 
by Nick Griffin in the party’s first ever leadership election. 

The signs are not good for Tyndall reports Nick Lowles 


High 


FTER TWO years of manoeuvring and back room 
Aerie Griffin finally made the challenge at a BNP 
leadership meeting in the West Midlands in 
February. As exclusively reported in the March Searchlight 
an enraged Tyndall, sensing a challenge to be imminent, 
had just proposed changes to the party constitution that 
would have prevented Griffin from standing until 2002. 
Griffin has made little secret of his desire to become BNP 
leader since joining the party in 1996. However, while he 
is almost certain to replace Tyndall, the increasingly bitter 
contest seems destined to split the party. 


Backroom plotting 


John Tyndall’s leadership has been under scrutiny since 
1995, particularly by a group of London BNP activists cen- 
tred around Tony Lecomber and Michael Newland. They, 
together with the former BNP organisers Eddie Butler and 
Steve Smith, had privately been discussing the formation 
of a new nationalist group with Conservative Party 
activists based around the quarterly magazine Right Now. 

At first, Griffin’s politics were radically opposed to the 
“awkward squad”, as Tyndall recently described the 
Newland-Lecomber axis. His support for physically 
reclaiming the streets and hardline Holocaust denial was 
at odds with the “new nationalist” and “modernist” 
approach of the Londoners, largely inspired by the suc- 
cess of the Front National in France. 

However, sensing a path to the top Griffin changed his 
political stance and became the modernists’ keenest sup- 
porter. Whereas once he condemned the Front National 
for accepting Jewish people into its ranks, and the revi- 
sionist David Irving for playing the numbers game after he 
admitted that some Jews died in the Holocaust, Griffin 
now dissociated himself from his past nazi statements. 

“Politics is the art of the possible,” Griffin replied in a 
recent interview when asked what he had learnt over the 
past few years. “The British people have no time for 
‘nationalists’ who seek to promote imported ideologies; 
and even good and necessary changes have to be intro- 
duced carefully and slowly in order to keep the more tra- 
ditionally minded elements in the organisation on board.” 

Griffin is now keen to present himself as the initiator of 
BNP modernisation. He has been quick to demonstrate 
how he has reorganised the internal workings of the party 
— regular members’ bulletins, the establishment of work- 
ing groups, initiating the farming campaign and propos- 
als to change the party constitution. 

In addition Griffin has claimed credit for being behind 
the BNP’s decision to drop its policy of compulsory repa- 
triation in favour of an initial voluntary scheme, with 
force being used only if there are still too many non- 
whites here after that. 
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Noon 


Lecomber and Newland were initially suspicious of 
Griffin's conversion to the “modernists”. While they still 
have reservations, they both recognise that in Griffin they 
have their only potential challenger to Tyndall. 

“A new age and a new millennium beckon. It will be an 
age requiring a man of extraordinary ability, a man able to 
look ahead and put into place the structures that will be 
necessary to carry the party forward,” Lecomber wrote in 
the latest Patriot. “The party must go to the future, and 
that future is represented by Nick Griffin.” 

In the same issue Newland offered similar praise. “We 
have an exceptionally capable candidate for the leader- 
ship of the BNP available from the new generation - a 
Cambridge graduate.” 

Griffin’s decision to challenge Tyndall at the onset of the 
European election campaign caused widespread unease 
in the party. Richard Edmonds, the BNP’s national organ- 
iser and a Tyndall supporter, was one of several members 
who wrote to Griffin urging him to withdraw at such an 
important time. Others were worried that the party would 
split over the leadership election and urged both parties 
to accept a compromise settlement of a phased handover 
in two years’ time. 

That most of those calling for compromise were sup- 
porters of Tyndall clearly illustrated their pessimism over 
the result. Tyndall too has been quick to talk up the divi- 
sive nature of the contest. 

In a circular to organisers entitled “Don't let’s ruin it all’, 
he wrote: “It has been suggested by some that a leadership 
contest between Nick Griffin and myself can be conduct- 
ed in a polite and gentlemanly manner, with no bitter 
controversy and no personal attacks. Well, I am not with- 
out experience in these affairs and I can tell you that peo- 
ple who imagine this are dwelling in cloud-cuckooland.” 

He concluded: “After a truly remarkable constructive 
achievement in thrusting forward the frontiers of the BNP 
by way of its Euro Election campaign, the party now 
stands at a position at which all this effort could go to 
waste through internal rivalry and squabbling. I submit 
that this is something we very definitely do not need. We 
have seen what has recently happened to the Front 
National in France. Are we going to go the same way?” 

Griffin has been in no mood to compromise. Confident 
of a quick victory, he feels he has to be seen as flexible and 
conciliatory. In a reply to Edmonds’ letter, Griffin offered 
his own solution, which involved him replacing Tyndall 
with the opportunity for Tyndall to re-challenge him next 
summer if he “made a hash of it”. 

Tyndall replied with his own his own alternative plan, in 
which he might step down in three years’ time. 

Griffin was quick to counter Tyndall's doomsday sce- 
nario claiming that there was no need for a dirty and divi- 


sive campaign. “Of course any such contest will involve 
frank and open discussion of the strengths and weakness- 
es of each of the candidates; after all, no one is perfect. But 
there is no reason why healthy debate about facts should 
automatically lead to personal attacks, i.e. lies.” 

However, despite such public pronouncements, a dirty 
fight it is becoming. 

For Tyndall, the defection of the West Midlands branch 
to the Griffin camp was seen as an act of betrayal. Having 
previously offered support to the incumbent, Steve and 
Sharron Edwards and Simon Darby, the region’s main 
organisers, have joined east London, Scotland, Wales and 
the entire Southwest in backing Griffin. Elsewhere, 
branches seem more divided. 


Contest under way 


The battle began after the European elections. With his 
strong backing from regional and branch organisers, 
Griffin has lost no time in touring the country addressing 
meetings. Tyndall has not had the same opportunities, 
relying on Spearhead to launch his campaign. 

In July Tyndall sacked Griffin as editor of Spearhead. The 
BNP leader then used the August issue to launch a bitter 
attack on his challenger, in which he was especially criti- 
cal of his rival’s political record and the divisive nature of 
his leadership bid and even entertained the possibility 
that Griffin’s actions were part of the state’s attempt to 
undermine the BNP. 

“Tt is our view that the circumstantial evidence of exter- 
nal conspiracy behind the internal troubles of both the 
French Front National and the BNP is extremely strong 
when all factors examined here are taken into account. 

“We reiterate, this does not necessarily have to mean 
that those people engaged at high-profile level in 
the disruptive process know precisely what 
they are doing and approve of its purpose. 

It is only required that they be people 

of human weaknesses that render 

them vulnerable to manipula- 

tion by others.” 

Tyndall claims to have 
guessed Griffin's inten- 
tions some time ago. If 
that is so, why did he 
allow him to edit 
Spearhead for three 
years and even dis- 
cussed the possi- 
bility of Griffin 
succeeding him 
in the future? 

Having lost 
Spearhead,  . 


























































































































Griffin has relied on Lecomber’s Patriot magazine to 
launch his own campaign. In what can only be described 
as a pro-Griffin manifesto, the latest issue leaves the read- 
er in no doubt about its allegiance. The colour front cover 
sports the words: “New Millennium New Leader’, with a 
picture of the Welsh pig farmer. 

Additionally, the Right Image publishing outfit, run by 
the Southwest BNP (see last month's Searchlight) seems to 
be preparing to produce a magazine considerably earlier 
than intended. Obviously in retaliation for his removal 
from Spearhead, Griffin plans the first edition of this rival 
publication to appear in September. 


The road to nowhere 


Whatever the result, the leadership battle will have a 
severe effect on the BNP. While Griffin has pledged his 
allegiance to Tyndall in the unlikely event that he loses, it 
is known that he, Newland and Lecomber have discussed 
the possibility of splitting from the BNP to form a new 
nationalist party. 

Defeat for Tyndall could propel him into political obscu- 
rity. Having been in the leadership of nazi politics for 40 
years he is unlikely to accept a back seat in the party. He 
may well take his few followers, and over £750,000 of party 
money over which he at present has complete control, 
into a new or existing rival group. 

But then Tyndall might not have much choice. If, as 
seems almost certain, Griffin wins, a British “Night of the 
Long Knives” is expected. Tyndall and his followers 
around the country can expect to be purged. “New 
Nationalism’ will have that same ruthlessness that was 
shown by its nazi predecessors. 











































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Head to head 







































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Tyndall (left) and Griffin 



















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































The British National Party is awash 
with rumours that a leading member 
of the party is a closet bisexual. 
The thought of gay nazis may seem 
contradictory, but over the years 
several leading nazis have led 
secret, and not so secret, gay lives. 
»wles and ; ‘ explore 
the apparent contradiction and ask 
whether one can ever reconcile 
being gay and a nazi? 


Gay nazi 


A contradiction in terms? 





(¢4 fter roll call on the evening of June 20, 1942, 
an order was suddenly given: ‘All prisoners 
with the pink triangle will remain standing at 

attention!’ We stood on the desolate, broad square, and 

from somewhere a warm breeze carried the sweet fra- 
grance of resin and wood from the regions of freedom; 
but we couldn't taste it, because our throats were hot 
and dry from fear. Then the guardhouse door of the 
command tower opened, and an SS officer and some of 
his lackeys strode towards us. Our detail commander 
barked: ‘Three hundred criminal deviants, present as 
ordered!’ We were registered, and then it was revealed to 
us in accordance with an order from the Reichsfithrung 

SS, our category was to be isolated in an intensified- 

penalty company, and we would be transferred as a unit 

to the Klinker Brickworks the next morning. The Klinker 
factory! We shuddered, for the human death mill was 
more than feared.” 

LD Classen von Neudegg was one of the thousands of 
gay men rounded up by the Nazis before and during the 
Second World War. While he survived to tell his story, 
thousands of others were not so lucky. 

Homosexuality was illegal under Hitler’s Germany. 
With the introduction of the Law for the Protection of 
German Blood and German Honour, in 1935, a kiss, an 
embrace and even homosexual fantasies were punish- 
able. According to James Steakley in The Body Politic, 
“one man was successfully prosecuted on the grounds 
that he had observed a couple making love in a park 
and watched only the man’. 

The homophobia of Nazism did not end in 1945 and it 
remains a cornerstone of far-right politics. 
Unsurprisingly, the British National Party’s policy is to 
outlaw homosexuality. “We are pledged not only to put 
an end to this promotion by means of invoking obscen- 
ity laws; we promise, in addition, to bring back legisla- 
tion forbidding homosexual acts - thus driving these 
revolting practices back into the closet where they 
belong.” (BNP General Election manifesto 1997) 

In recent years nazis have revelled in the Aids virus. As 
the BNP wrote gleefully in 1983: “Nature is at last taking 

















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































revenge against the nauseating proliferation of homosex- 
uality”. (Spearhead no 111, July 1983) 

Even after the recent nazi bombing in Soho, the BNP 
could not resist an anti-gay attack. “The TV footage of 
dozens of ‘gay’ demonstrators flaunting their perversion 
in front of the world’s journalists showed just why so many 
ordinary people find these creatures so repulsive.” (Nick 
Griffin, Spearhead, June 1999, p364) 

At a more extreme end, violence has been perpetrated by 
nazi thugs, largely but not exclusively drawn from the 
ranks of the skinheads. In 1990 Combat 18's present 
leader, Will Browning, was sent to prison for three years 
after attacking a gay man in central London. In Sweden 
several members of the nazi Aryan Brotherhood have 
been imprisoned for murdering gay men. 

Underpinning fascist hatred of gays is an underlying 
ideology relating to traditional roles within the family. 
This is complimented by continued emphasis on a strong 
moral order. Consequently there is often a need for open 
displays of both strong masculinity and heterosexuality. 
The anti-gay rhetoric and practice that pervades the 
extreme right derives from a belief in the recreation of the 
white race and a rigid gender system that accompanies 
this. 

In essence, a man must “be a man”. Any roles that do not 
fit into this rigid model of masculinity, or into what is con- 
sidered a normal and healthy sexuality, are virulently 
opposed. This can culminate not only in overt abuse but 
also in physical violence. 

However, despite the long-standing homophobia of the 
far right, there have been a number of examples of gay 
nazis. The most famous in the Third Reich was Ernst 
Roehm, leader of the street thugs, the Stormtroopers. He 
eventually fell victim to Hitler in the “Night of the Long 
Knives”, which Hitler liked people to believe, quite 
untruthfully really, was a purge of homosexuals in the Nazi 
Party. 

In Britain the best known gay nazi was Martin Webster, 
the national organiser of the National Front during the 
seventies. He was eventually “outed” by John Tyndall, the 
BNP leader, citing this as his reason for splitting from the 
NF in 1980. In Germany at least two postwar nazi leaders, 
Michael Kiihnen and Ewald Althans, have led secret gay 
lives. 

Few of these people were ever open about their sexuali- 
ty, indeed attitudes ranged from being in the closet to out- 
right denial. One exception was Peter Marriner, one of the 
only “out” gay nazis since the war. Of course he was to suf- 
fer and was gradually ostracised by much of the far right. 

As recently as the mid-nineties, Marriner addressed a 
meeting of the West Midlands BNP. “What's your view on 
homosexuality?” one member asked sarcastically. In a rare 
piece of wit for the far right, Marriner responded: “I don't 
think it should be made compulsory.” 

Another now infamous gay nazi was Nicky Crane, a 
member of the British Movement Leader Guard and a 
skinhead leader in the early eighties. At over six foot tall 
and extremely violent, Crane was the archetypal nazi skin- 
head, so much so that it was his picture that adorned the 
cover of “Strength Through Oi”, a seminal “Oi” album. As a 
nazi Crane was involved in much violence, including gay 
bashing. Yet at the same time, and presumably unbe- 
known to those close to him in the nazi scene, he had a 
long-time relationship with an older Jewish man. 

Crane finally came out on a Channel 4 programme in 
September 1992, claiming that since coming to terms with 
his sexuality he had dropped out of the right. The follow- 
ing year he died of Aids. 

That so many leading nazis have been gay begs the ques- 
tion, why? “There is no one simple answer but a multitude 
of reasons,” says Peter Tatchell of the gay rights group, 
Outrage. 


For a gay man to espouse homophobic views, and some- 
times even to perpetrate violence against other gay men, 
hints at a self-effacing hatred. To hit out at something they 
do not like about themselves indicates a fear of who they 
truly are. A web of violence, explicit heterosexuality and 
strong masculinity lies under the umbrella of far-right 
groups. This may well provide a successful mask for those 
wanting to avoid the implications of being gay in a hostile 
environment. 

Self-denial is another reason why gay men seek refuge in 
the far right. “The fear of being labelled ‘queer’ can be part 
of the reason some heterosexual men go to extremes,” 
says Tatchell. “Their hyper-masculinity is projected as 
‘proof’ of hetero identity. It ostentatiously dissociates 
them from the perceived effeminacy of the homosexual 
‘other’. These insecure straights reassure themselves of 
their heterosexuality with the simple-minded syllogism: 
‘Straight men are tough. Queers are weak. I’m tough there- 
fore I can’t be queer’.” 

Attempting to explain why some gay men become 
involved in ‘queer’ bashing and violence generally, 
Tatchell adds: “Unable to accept their homosexuality, their 
participation in violence can be a desperate attempt to fit 
in with their straight peers, prove their ‘manhood’ and 
project a ‘tough guy’ image to deflect speculation about 
their sexuality”. 

But the paradox of the gay nazi may also be explained in 
another way. Generally condemned by a society that con- 
tinues to be largely hostile to gays, some men may find 
refuge and a new power status in the far right. Through 
adherence to the politics espoused by fascist groups, a 
new identity emerges — one which is empowered by posi- 
tively identifying with the status of white male. While in 
this hostile environment a gay identity may be disempow- 
ering, a new role can be found which counteracts this. For 
in this context a stereotyped version of masculinity can be 
adhered to. This is a macho, aggressive version that is 
seemingly incompatible with homosexuality, thus render- 
ing this part of their identity invisible. 

As one former gay nazi who hid his sexuality told 
Searchlight: “As a gay man I was criminalised by society. I 
began mixing with other ‘outcasts’. I got drawn towards the 
right because it gave me a sense of power I didn't have, or 
at least wasn't afforded to me by society.” 

Of course some gay men may simply enjoy the iconogra- 
phy of the nazis. Uniforms, power, domination, skinheads 
and the general machismo could be appealing to some 
gay men. “You must remember it is a very male move- 
ment,” says Tatchell. “Some people will be drawn to the 
male fraternity that exists in the right.” 

Finally there are some gay nazis, Webster the obvious 
example, who simply dismiss the association between 
one’s sexuality and one’s political views. However, he 
might convince himself of that, but the incompatibility 
between homosexuality and national socialism is clear. 
While Webster might be right when he argues that he has 
never made a homophobic remark, he presided over a 
homophobic organisation, some of whose members car- 
ried out verbal and physical attacks on gay men. 

The hypocrisy is not confined to those gay nazis who are 
involved in homophobic movements. Hitler was well 
aware of Roehm’s sexuality, just as Tyndall knew of 
Webster’s long-term relationship with Michael Salt. In 
both cases their own political hatred of homosexuality was 
suppressed until, as happened in both cases, it became 
politically advantageous to “out” their colleagues. 

There is no logic behind being a gay nazi. It is a contra- 
diction, an incomprehensible position. Even if they them- 
selves do not engage in “queer bashing” or homophobic 
behaviour, in promoting a group that does, they are at the 
very least accomplices, at worst promoters, of nazi perse- 
cution of others sharing their own lifestyle. 
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Marlene Hines reports on the murder of Matt 
Shepard and the Columbine High School shootings 


Rocky Mountain region in the past year, our communi- 

ty is numb. Last October's beating of Matthew Shepard 
in Laramie, Wyoming, stunned the gay community with 
fear and horror. Ultimately, the sheer brutality of his 
killing reached people all over the world. No longer was 
the question of “gay rights” open for discussion. 

Six months later the community is facing another crisis 
in the aftermath of the Columbine High School massacre. 
It is the level of violence of the Shepard and Columbine 
killings that has lodged firmly in the national conscious- 
ness. In their aftermath one question persists: Why? 

Fingers point to the media, to the Internet, to the avail- 
ability of firearms, to the parents and to many other are- 
nas. Christian nationalists (those convinced that the 
United States is first and foremost a Christian nation) 
blame everything from bisexuality to the lack of prayer in 
school. They all come up short. 


[: the wake of two unthinkable tragedies befalling the 
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Laramie 


Last autumn in Laramie, a young college student was 
lured from a bar, driven to the outskirts of a small western 
town and tied to a fence where he was beaten and burned 
within an inch of his life. Matthew Shepard became a 
national symbol of bias crimes and created a heightened 
awareness of the tragedy and injustice of these crimes. He 
became a central figure in the fight against all bias-moti- 
vated crimes. 

While the American public was focused on the issue of 
bias crimes, activists in Wyoming did all they could to 
stand up and speak out against hate-based violence. Signs 
calling for “No Hate in the Equality State”, continued 
efforts towards bias crime legislation and increased com- 
munity education on diversity and tolerance were evident 
throughout the state. 

In the days and months following Matthew’s tragic mur- 
der it became apparent that these efforts did not repre- 


Christian 
Right leader 
Jerry Falwell 
fears 
corruption 
from the 
Teletubbies 


sent the whole of Wyoming public opinion. Rocks were 
thrown at windows bearing the “No Hate” signs, threats 
on back country roads targeting citizens with bumper 
stickers calling for diversity and letters to the editor raging 
against bias crimes legislation plagued the state. The 
decade-long efforts to obtain bias crimes legislation failed 
to pass the house on a third reading vote despite 
Matthew’s death. In fact, Senator John Schiffer, chair of 
the Senate Judiciary Committee, was quick to point out 
that the legislation was killed on his side of the chamber 
because of two words: sexual orientation. 

Activists in Wyoming are continuing the struggle for 
human rights despite the tragedy, the road blocks and the 
feelings of isolation. They participated in nationally coor- 
dinated “Equality Begins at Home’ activities in March, are 
planning to continue with their annual Culturefest in 
Casper this summer and, of course, continue the struggle 
for bias crime legislation and education. It has not been a 
downhill struggle for human rights activists since bigotry 
was proven on a fence post outside Laramie, but with 
their continued efforts “No Hate in the Equality State” will 
become a reality. 


We are all responsible 


Ultimately, not only are the communities of Laramie and 
Jefferson County called to some responsibility for these 
acts of terrorism — we all are. Beyond the literal destruc- 
tion of lives in the 16 deaths of the combined incidents is 
the number of people - gay, African-American, Asian, 
Jewish, students and others - who are living in fear that 
their life could be next on the line. Their lives are threat- 
ened every day by the attitudes and actions of their class- 
mates, their teachers, their coaches and in some cases 
their parents. 

Throughout the 1980s and 1990s organised hate groups 
and the Christian nationalist bigots have led campaigns 
that contribute to a climate of fear. Their strategy has 
taken the form of Amendment 2 in Colorado, Amendment 
1 in Wyoming, Measure 9 in Oregon and countless other 
ballot initiatives across the West. School board elections 
were another significant battleground in the early 1990s. 

At ground zero, in our schools, one possible outcome of 
the fear-mongering has been a conflict based on youth 
culture, in particular clothing. For example, in spring 
1998, students in Sheridan High School, Wyoming, were 
fighting to the point that the North West Coalition Against 
Malicious Harassment (NWC) was asked to mediate. The 
“problem” was that a group of alternative students fol- 
lowed the fashion of Marilyn Manson, coming to school in 
dresses — so-called “Goth boys”. These young men were 
taunted and beaten by athletes and the cowboys. The 
teachers and administration were certain that the prob- 
lem stemmed from those who broke the traditional 
mould: the Goths. After a long, arduous discussion, the 
administration realised that perhaps the problem rested 
with those who took to their fists; the jocks and the cow- 
boys, rather than the gender-bender Goths. 

The very next day, NCW was invited to a Denver area 
high school not far from Columbine. The students in 
Denver described a very similar situation to that in 
Wyoming. But here the end was different. “The freaks, the 
geeks, the queers’, as they called themselves, united and 
came to school in dresses in solidarity with the Goths. 
These young men defiantly paraded the halls during third 
period, standing up to the jocks and the teachers. 

Columbine’s trench coat mafia appears to have operated 
in a similar environment. But if the harassment they 
received from athletes and others went unaddressed — 
such as taunts of “faggots” and bullying in the corridors — 
so too did the bigotry that appears to have come from the 
trench coat mafia, such as reports that members harassed 
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Isaiah Shoels, an African-American murder victim, and 
his sister. Left unaddressed, that type of bigotry mixed 
with an anti-elite (anti-athlete) bent could have made the 
racist populism of the German nazis an attractive form of 
“protest” for Klebold and Harris. 


Media misses 


In Wyoming the media guided the public discourse, which 
only served to cloud the circumstances surrounding 
Shepard's death. Russell Henderson and Aaron McKinney, 
Shepard's killers, were portrayed by the media as young 
men from a low socio-economic background who were 
embarrassed and humiliated by an alleged sexual 
advance by the 105-pound Matthew Shepard. Police 
reports suggested that the motive, in whole or in part, was 
to rob Shepard. As a result of this portrayal, many in 
Wyoming and across the nation could justify the end 
result, a beating that left Matthew severely injured with a 
crushed skull and burns across his body barely clinging to 
his life, because the perpetrators were fending off a same- 
gender sexual advance. 

Likewise in Littleton. Media analyses have failed to 
examine the bigoted aspects of the murders. Bigotry exists 
in our schools — a reflection of its pervasiveness in 
American civil society. The Nazism of Klebold and Harris 
reflect one form. The ideas voiced by the Christian Right 
reflect another. They increase the pressure on those stu- 
dents who do not adopt the dominant culture - and who 
then become the target of the same taunts of “faggots” 
that surely accompanied the attack on Matthew Shepard. 

The same pressure-cooker of conflict was seen in the 
state-organised memorial service for the victims of the 
Columbine shooting. White Christian conservatives dom- 
inated the event. For instance, Franklin Graham, the son 
of evangelist Billy Graham, announced to the crowd that 
they could be “saved” only if they sought Jesus Christ. 
Graham even went so far as to say that violence in schools 
would end if prayer is brought back into the classroom — 
the call to Christian nationalism as the solution to 
Littleton. 

With a different America in mind, the Interfaith Alliance 
stood up in opposition. People of colour, Jews, the gay les- 
bian bisexual and transsexual community, mainline 
Christians and others made their voices heard. The public 
presentation of these protests was a group of whiners 
demanding “political correctness” in this time of mourn- 
ing, thereby denying Christians the opportunity to mourn 
in their own way. 

The pulse of the nation, and of the Rocky Mountain 
region in particular, is growing ever more conservative 
and threatening to those who fail to fit the conservative, 
Christian-defined mould. Meanwhile, those who do not 
fit into that mould have become only more emboldened 
to live their lives as they truly are. And in the process they 
are demanding full enfranchisement. 

By promoting the idea that only conservative Christians 
are the standards of good in America, and by failing to 
address the nazism and bigotry that became a protest for 
Klebold and Harris, conservatives have left open the pos- 
sibility of more school violence. 

As Terre Rybovich wrote in the editorial of The Dignity 
Report: “Human rights activists were not the only ones 
mobilising a response to Shepard’s murder. And while 
homophobia remains one of the most divisive ‘isms’ in 
America, the Christian Right has been indispensable in 
mobilising and marketing it. Jerry Falwell didn’t wield the 
baseball bat that smashed those windscreens. But he did 
evoke the hatred that envisaged Tinky Winky as evil.” 


This article first appeared in The Dignity Report, Quarterly 
journal of the Coalition for Human Dignity 






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































NF clinches 
new signings 


IT MAY not be only the British National Party 
that sees changes to its leadership over the 
coming months. The National Front is also 
beginning to reorganise, with several new 
faces likely to enter the party in the near 
future. The changes have been fuelled by an 
increasingly despondent leader, John McAuley, 
the imminent imprisonment of its national 
organiser and a pitifully small membership 
base. 

Among the newcomers likely to enter the 
party are Steve Sargent and the remnants of 
the National Socialist Movement, who have 
been in the political wilderness since it was 
disbanded by its former leader, Tony Williams. 

It seems that the Front’s vice-chairman and 
south London organiser, Steve Rowlands, has 
approached Sargent with an offer of a place 
in the leadership if he brings his supporters 
into the party. In addition, Sargent has been 
offered the soon to be vacant position of 
national organiser and the editorship of the 
party journal, The Flame. Sargent would also 
automatically take control of Essex NF, which 
at present is non-existent. 

Not everyone in the NF seems happy with 
this decision, which is widely believed to have 


been taken independently by Rowlands. One of 


the NF’s most active supporters is Kevin 

Whatmough, who is a close friend and politi- 
cal ally of Combat 18’s leader Will Browning. 
It is already being rumoured that Browning 


__ is also encouraging his supporters to join the _ 


___ NF and so precipitate a showdown with his 
long-time adversary at the next NF annual 








Nick Lowles reports on Derek Turner’s 
dislike of “multiculturalism”. 


Tory Right attacks 
diverse Britain 








AST month Searchlight exposed the 
secret manoeuvrings of the 

loomsbury Forum, a right-wing 
discussion group whose followers have 
influence across the entire far right. As 
well as masterminding the removal of 
John Tyndall as leader of the British 
National Party, the Forum's supporters are 
heavily involved in Right Now, a quarterly 
magazine supported by over a dozen 
Conservative MPs. 

The latest issue of Right Now confirms 
the close ties. As well as a review of 
Standardbearers, a book produced by the 
Bloomsbury Forum, the magazine 
includes a flyer advertising the product. 

“This is an extremely readable book’, 
writes Allan B Robertson, one of Right 
Now’s contributing editors. In the mid- 
eighties The Guardian reported that 
Robertson wrote to Stuart Millson, one of 
the founders of the Revolutionary 
Conservative Caucus, the predecessor of 
the Bloomsbury Forum, to plead with 
him to not join the BNP. He should 
instead, he argued, help transform the 
Conservative Party into a nationalist 
party. 

Today, Robertson combines his 
activities at Right Now with acting as 
secretary to the London Swinton Circle 
(LSC), another more established right- 
wing discussion group. Like Right Now, 
LSC regularly hosts MPs at its quarterly 
meetings. 

With little obvious difference between 
Right Now and the BNP on issues such as 
race, it is hardly surprising that the two 
strands have come together in the 
Bloomsbury Forum. 

An article attacking “multiculturalism” 
by the magazine's editor, Derek Turner, 
could quite easily be seen in the BNP’s 
own publication Spearhead. Like the BNP, 
Turner seems unimpressed by much of 
the anti-European movement in Britain, 
claiming that they ignore “another threat 
to our national identity which is arguably 
at least as ominous as being submerged 
by the EU.” 

“That threat”, Turner continues, “is the 
pernicious ideology of ‘multi-culturalism’, 
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devised and promulgated by Marxists 
turned deconstructionists and fuelled by 
large scale, poor-controlled immigration.” 

In what amounts to one of the most 
outspoken and racist articles ever written 
in Right Now, Turner sees nothing 
pleasant about multiculturalism. 
“Multiculturalism, although it 
masquerades as an earnest endeavour to 
boost the ‘esteem’ of ethnic and social 
minorities, is actually thinly disguised 
anti-Westernism, often amounting to 
anti-White racism.” 

His vitriolics do not stop there. “The 
glorification of other cultures at the 
expense of the native culture is surely 
nothing more than ethnic cleansing by 
kindness, especially when the effort to 
deprive Britain of her past is lent spurious 
legitimacy and urgency by a seemingly 
never-ending stream of legal and illegal 
immigration and often fraudulent 
‘asylum-seekers’ into our inner cities at a 
time when our own birth rate is 
declining.” 

To Turner, the anti-Europeanism of the 
right is little more than a euphemism for 
opposition to immigration and 
multiculturalism. “Scratch a 
‘Eurosceptic’,,” Turner tells his readers, 
“and you often get a more profound kind 
of sceptic, a person who doubts most of 
the premises of post-war ‘liberalism’. 

‘A dislike of multiculturalism is a sort of 
unspoken sub-text underlying much of 
the angst about ‘Europe’.” 

Turner's article is not the only 
interesting piece in the latest issue of the 
magazine. Reviewing The Death of Britain, 
by John Redwood MP is Stuart Northolt, 
one of the most infamous Federation of 
Conservative Students and Western Goals 
activists during the eighties. Speaking at a 
Young Conservative conference in 1983, 
Northolt called for the abolition of the 
Commission for Racial Equality, and 
supported apartheid in British schools 
and voluntary repatriation. 

If Northolt has a shady past, it pales in 
comparison to that of the author of a 
letter published in Right Now. B. Clifton’s 
full name is Bruno Clifton, a lifelong nazi. 


BNP leadership contender Nick Griffin has accused 
his rival John Tyndall of distributing material that 
“reeks with nazism”. Sam King reports 


























































































































































































































| PRIDE CDs, VIDEOS, POSTERS, 
| WATCHES, FLAGS and PINS. 


= 





YR SERVICES, the music merchandising 

operation, has found itself embroiled in the 

British National Party’s leadership contest, 
with supporters of Nick Griffin using the Milton 
Keynes-based operation as a stick to beat the 
incumbent leader, John Tyndall. At the centre of the 
row is Tyr Services’ latest catalogue, which Tony 
Lecomber claims “reeks with nazism”. 

When the catalogue was sent out to BNP members 
with the June members’ bulletin, some objected to 
the nazi imagery and CDs being offered for sale. 
Almost instantly Griffin’s supporters blamed Tyndall 
for the catalogue’s distribution as he had given the 
go-ahead for Tyr Services’ material to be circulated 
to members. 

As reported in Searchlight in June, Tyr Services is 
run by Ricky Fawcus and Mark Penton, two BNP 
supporters from Milton Keynes. As well as CDs, the 
two men sell flags, videos and audio cassettes. 

Among the offending material in the catalogue are 
American and Swedish nazi CDs, Celtic cross flags 
and speeches from the late American nazi leader 
George Lincoln Rockwell. 

Around the country supporters of Griffin began to 
complain. In the Southwest region local organiser 
George Jeffreys actually brought it up in his 
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regional bulletin. This was eventually followed by 
the Griffin, Lecomber and Newland camp, who in a 
selectively issued special bulletin firmly put the 
blame at the door of Tyndall. 

Although Tyndall defended himself in Spearhead, 
claiming as soon as he became aware of the 
contents of the catalogue he curtailed its 
distribution, the damage had been done. The Griffin 
camp has successfully smeared him, again 
reinforcing the image that Tyndall is some nazi 
dinosaur in sharp contrast to their clean-cut 
respectable image. 

Smeared is the right word, because of course the 
Griffin camp has no such respectability. As editor 
of Spearhead Griffin was quite happy to advertise 
not only Tyr Services, but several other overtly neo- 
nazi organisations, such as the Church of the 
Creator and the National Alliance. Likewise, 
Lecomber has a full-page advert for Tyr Services in 
the latest copy of Patriot, produced since the 
distribution of the catalogue with the members’ 
bulletin. 

If they were so genuinely shocked by the contents 
of the catalogue, they would obviously not only 
insist on the immediate expulsion of Fawcus and 
Fenton from the BNP, but return the thousands of 
pounds raised by Tyr Services for the BNP’s 
European election campaign. 

The men behind Tyr Services also run Wayland 
Productions, which according to Tony Lecomber’s 
British Nationalist is “the new merchandising arm of 
the British National Party”. Once again, despite the 
nazi connotations of one element of Tyr Services’ 
activities, another is seen as OK. 

Griffin should be the last man to complain about 
nazi propaganda. Under his editorship Spearhead 
regularly advertised nazi material and antisemitic 
and historical revisionist texts such as 
Mindbenders, The Leuchter Report and Did Six 
Million Really Die?. 

In his own publication, The Rune, Griffin regularly 
advertised CDs from the nazi Resistance Records, 
and carried interviews and reports from the world’s 
leading Holocaust deniers and glowing historical 
articles on the Waffen SS. 

Nazi ideas are all well and good but under “new 
nationalism” they must be firmly locked in the 
closet only to be “outed” in private gatherings. If 
the accusation of “nazism” can be used as a 
weapon against Tyndall in the leadership contest 
then even better. In the meantime, the BNP will still 
accept the cheques from Tyr Services. 
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The living dead 


SEARCHLIGHT has always prided itself on its accuracy 
and when we have got something wrong we are the first 
to inform our readers of it. But I don’t suppose you can 
get much more wrong than writing somebody’s obituary 
when they are still alive. Samuel Clemens, aka Mark 
Twain, suffered this experience and famously responded: 
“Reports of my death have been greatly exaggerated”. So 
far, however, we have not heard a word from Frank 
Burden, the Yorkshire British National Party activist 
whose “suicide” featured in last month’s News from the 
Sewers. 

It’s all very strange because news of his death had come 
from three different sources, two in Yorkshire and one fur- 
ther south. But the local Coroner's office had no record of 
anyone of his name hanging himself. Was his reported 
demise wishful thinking on the part of our three infor- 
mants, as Burden’s violence is feared within the far right as 
well as outside it? 

One of those who called us to report his death said that 
Burden had topped himself after he had been involved in 
a violent confrontation with a young activist who had 
popped over to see Burden from Gilstead near Bingley. 
According to our caller the activist threatened to come 
back and fix Burden. Knowing this young man’s penchant 
for violence, it is quite possible that even somebody as 
hard as Burden might have decided to step off this mortal 
coil. 

It seems the original source of the story might have been 
a one-time third positionist who was active in Leeds BNP 
and is very close to Nick Griffin but is now keeping a low 
profile as he has become a mature student at the univer- 
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sity. Now there’s something for readers to mull over for the 
next academic year. 

This is not the only problem the BNP faces in Yorkshire 
at the moment. So desperate is the BNP leader John 
Tyndall to drag the once strong region back to some form 
of political life that he has appointed Richard Mulhall as 
the regional organiser. Whatever happened to the BNP’s 
proscription of Combat 18 and National Socialist Alliance 
members? Did Tyndall miss the reports in Searchlight of 
Mulhall sharing a platform in Blackpool a few years ago 
with Charlie Sargent, the convicted murderer who used to 
lead C18, and other nazis. Until his appointment Mulhall 
had all but dropped out of BNP activity and stories were 
circulating about fundraising for Ulster loyalist paramili- 
taries and some shortfall in the amount they expected to 
receive. 


Louis Theroux he ain’t 


When Jon Ronson called me late last year and told me he 
was engaged in making a programme about Thom Robb, 
the American Ku Klux Klan leader, I expressed strong 
reservations. Ronson said he had been on tour with Robb 
with the aim of putting together an amusing programme 
about the modern KKK and its protestations that it was 
non-violent and had dropped racial bigotry as its creed. 
As the Jewish Chronicle’s TV critic, Helen Jacobus, ven- 
tured last month, what's funny about a Klan outfit that 
included the Oklahoma City mass killer Timothy McVeigh 
and the men who only recently dragged a black man to 
death behind a truck in Texas? 

After months of filming we can only assume Ronson was 
being asked by Channel 4 to account for what must have 
been a major budget, as he had so little to show for it. Was 
it desperation that drove him to bring into his programme 
Jeff Berry, a Johnny-come-lately on the Klan scene, who 
makes up for this by being fouled-mouthed, racist and 
anti-Jewish at every opportunity. Whenever the US TV 
host Jerry Springer needs a studio brawl for his show, he 
brings in Berry to kick up the dust. And Berry loves all the 
free publicity for his sick cause. 

Then along comes Ronson, allowing himself to be put 
into a position of filming an interview with Berry in which 
Berry’s recruitment telephone number is clearly visible 
throughout. 

If you want to be Louis Theroux, Mark Thomas or Nick 
Broomfield, you need to be a much, much better pro- 
gramme maker, far more mature and, as my aunt Fanny in 
the East End used to say, “not an educated putz”. 


Chief Pointy Head Jon Ronson centre 


Communities combating hate 


Sandwell 





“| found the support of SRHU invaluable! | would encourage 
anyone who is suffering from racial harassment to come forward 
and do something about it. Don’t suffer in silence.” 

— Mr B, a Satisfied client of the SRHU 








FFICIALLY launched 
QO: 1998, Sandwell 

Racial Harassment 
| Unit has within a short 
period proven to be an 
essential service in 
responding to _ racial 
attacks and harassment in 
the area. 

Initiated after the demise 
of Sandwell Race Equality 
Council, the unit’s main 
work has been to empow- 
er and giving practical 
| support to local people 
who need it. 

Last year the unit dealt 
with over 100 cases of 
racial harassment in a cli- 
mate where nationally 

only one in 20 racial incidents is reported. 

Consequently, another aspect of its work is to encourage victims not to 
suffer in silence but to speak out. However, the unit recognises that in 
order for this to happen the victim must feel that their concerns will be 
taken seriously. To this end they stress the need for organisations such as 
the police, housing and education authorities and employers to investi- 
gate and take appropriate action against perpetrators of race hate. 

A typical caseload consists of grievances related to matters ranging 
from housing, employment, police harassment and verbal abuse to 
attempted murder. The unit has found that in most cases the incident 
occurs in the neighbourhood where the victim lives. This is why it has 
adopted a victim centred approach that offers the widest options in rela- 
tion to the victim's situation. Legal, administrative and moral support is 

. given. This can range from sending letters to the council, perpetrators or 
the police, to ensuring that racist graffiti are removed within 24 hours. 

The unit has been active in a number of campaigns that have had an 
effect on the community. It worked very closely with the Birmingham 
Racial Attacks Monitoring Unit (BRAMU) on the Justice for Alton 
Manning campaign. The unit was the only organisation in Sandwell to 
deliver both verbal and written evidence to the Macpherson inquiry into 
the death of teenager Stephen Lawrence. Indeed, through its chair, Maxie 
Hayles, the unit was instrumental in bringing the inquiry team to the 
West Midlands, after they had initially refused to come. 

Networking with other organisations in the fight to combat racism is 
another key aspect of the unit’s work and in this it is proud to have links 
with a number of monitoring groups, action committees and anti-racism 
projects across the country. 

By being on the forefront of campaigns both within the community and 
nationwide Sandwell Racial Harassment Unit has become a focus for 
those who have decided to fight-back against harassment. 


SHRU can be contacted on 0121 500 5727 
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in brief... 


Refugees landmark victory 


The High Court ruled last month that refugees have been 
wrongly prosecuted and jailed for using false documents 
while travelling to claim asylum. 

In three test cases, which potentially affect hundreds of 
others, senior judges ruled that the prosecutions 
breached the Geneva Convention on refugees, which 
states that asylum-seekers should not be penalised for 
entering a country illegally. 

Hundreds of asylum seekers are imprisoned in Britain 
every year for using forged documents. They are usually 
sentenced to between six and nine months in prison. 

Lord Justice Simon Brown said there was no justification 
for prosecuting refugees in transit and condemned the 
Home Office and the Director of Public Prosecutions for 
failing to apply Article 31 of the Convention to British law. 


Pinochet may face British courts 


The Crown Prosecution Service announced last month 
that General Augusto Pinochet could face charges in 
Britain if extradition to Spain is not carried out. The CPS 
said that “the obligation is to extradite or prosecute”. 

The CPS announcement came after reports that Chile’s 
Foreign Minister, Juan Gabriel Valdes, is close to agreeing 
a deal with Spain to drop the charges. Human rights 
groups have accused the Spanish government of trying to 
interfere with the country’s independent judicial process. 

General Pingchet has been held in Britain since last 
October, following Spain’s extradition request over accu- 
sations of human rights abuses during his 1973-90 rule. 
He is due to face a hearing on 27 September. 


Fresh evidence in Reel murder 


The mother of the murdered Asian student Ricky Reel has 
predicted that fresh video evidence from close circuit 
security cameras will lead to the arrest of her son's killers. 

Mrs Reel believes that newly unearthed video footage 
will lead to who killed her son in October 1997. 

The family’s campaign has released still shots from the 
video tape as part of a national appeal for information. 
The appeal is backed by Metropolitan Police Deputy 
Assistant Commissioner John Grieve, head of the Racial 
and Violent Crime Task Force. 

Police now accept that Ricky and three friends were 
racially abused and attacked on the night that he died. 
For months his death was treated as an accident after his 
body was found in the River Thames. Three officers were 
found guilty of neglect of duty following a 14-month 
investigation by Surrey Police on behalf of the Police 
Complaints Authority. 

An inquiry into Ricky's death opens on 1 October. 
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Antisemitism in Germany 
alive and kicking 





delivered an antisemitic speech at the presentation 

lof the German Booksellers’ Peace Prize and caught 
the mood of many Germans. It was, he suggested, time to 
bring remembrance of the Holocaust to an end. 

Even while he spoke the audience rose to its feet, 
applauding — feeling itself liberated at last! - while Ignatz 
Bubis, leader of the Central Council of German Jews and 
an Auschwitz survivor, sank deeper into his chair, 
stunned at both the speech and the audience's reaction. 
The event encapsulates the situation of Germany's 80,000 
Jews, who stand all but alone in the face of antisemitism 
today. 

Very few non-Jewish intellectuals protested at Walser’s 
speech. Indeed Germany’s leading weekly, Der Spiegel, 
published an analysis of Walser’s theme that was itself 
antisemitic. 

Ten years after reunification, Germany seems to be 
awaiting a new wave of antisemitism like that at the 
beginning of the nineties when countless attacks on Jews 
took place alongside the racist violence against refugees 
and “foreigners”. The targets were not only the living but 
also memorials to the victims of National Socialism and 
Jewish cemeteries. 

In the past year, the attacks on the streets, coyly referred 
to in Germany as “antisemitic rowdyism’, have been 
accompanied by a harsher, more public mood of anti- 
semitism. Jews have become more isolated and anti- 
Jewish sentiments are expressed more openly among the 
intellectual elite. 

In August 1998, it was reported that an Orthodox Jew 
had been insulted and spat upon on Berlin’s fashionable 
Kurfiirstendamm. In September the local council in 
Gollwitz, Brandenburg, refused to accept Jewish refugees 
from the former Soviet Union, a move for which 
Brandenburg’s Prime Minister, Manfred Stolpe, expressed 
“understanding”. 

In the same month, a piglet was driven across the 
Alexanderplatz in Berlin, with a Star of David and Bubis’s 
name, smeared across its back. A few days later “persons 
unknown” attacked the grave of Heinz Galinski, the for- 
mer head of Berlin’s Jewish community. The newspapers 
treated both incidents as trivial. 

In October and November graffiti were daubed and 
more cemeteries desecrated. In December, Galinski’s 
grave was badly damaged by a professionally produced 
pipe-bomb. Despite widespread publicity for the official 
rededication of the headstone, no one outside the Jewish 
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. community attended the ceremony. 


Those responsible were Berlin nazis with links to the 
wanted nazi terrorist Ekkehard Weil, who have previously 
been involved in anti-Jewish outrages. The police reached 
the same conclusion but abandoned their investigation 
because the suspects appeared to have alibis. 

During all the recent elections, Germany's most active 
nazi party, the Nationaldemokratische  Partei 
Deutschlands, campaigned on the “social problem’, lay- 
ing the blame for economic crisis on “international 
finance capital”. Its propaganda was full of barely con- 
cealed antisemitic phraseology. 

At the start of the Nato intervention in Kosovo, which 
the unprecedentedly united German extreme right stren- 
uously opposed, antisemitic posters appeared in Berlin 
caricaturing Jews as “war profiteers”. For the first time in 
along while, a German nazi -— ex-terrorist Peter Naumann 
— openly claimed responsibility for the posters. The 
Jewish origins of various US politicians, according to the 





fascists, showed that Nato policy was an international 
Jewish attempt to dominate the world. 

Other forms of anti-Jewish discrimination have 
emerged. For example, certain groups in the churches 
have reestablished “missions to Jews”. One such group 
was allowed an information stand on “Evangelical 
Church day”, a day of action for Evangelical human rights 
and peace organisations. 

Jewish protests at such “missions” meet intolerance. In 
a pluralist society, runs the argument, this is merely a 
choice being offered ... no one is forced to be baptised. 
The “missionary” groups concentrate on Jewish refugees 
from the former Soviet Union and welfare assistance is 
offered in poorer areas, coupled with proselytising 
Evangelical propaganda. 

Since the Nazi destruction of Germany's Jewish com- 
munity and its rabbinical seminaries, such “free competi- 
tion’ is increasingly painful to Jews, who feel that the 
churches want to profit from the Holocaust. 

Perhaps the most telling motive for the present antise- 
mitic climate is the wish of many Germans “to be a nor- 
mal people again’ and to be absolved of guilt feelings for 
the Nazi genocide. This is the mood that Walser’s speech 
addressed. 

Walser's audience consisted largely of intellectuals and 
members of the professional elite. It is these people who 
are promoting “normalisation” in Germany in order to 
further imperialist foreign policy goals abroad and anti- 
republican tendencies at home. This is why they regard it 
as liberating when Walser portrays the remembrance of 
Nazi mass murder as an imposition and wants to draw a 
line under it. The same attitudes are easily detected in the 
discussions around plans for a Holocaust memorial in 
Berlin and not only on the part of opponents. Some peo- 
ple are supporting the memorial in the hope that “dispro- 
portionate’ remembrance can be limited. 

Educational establishments and museums which have 
spent many years working to maintain awareness of Nazi 
extermination now have to struggle against the effects of 
massive spending cuts. Instead of addressing itself to the 
brutal realities of German history, the new Social 
Democratic Green government speaks directly to these 
elitists, who now describe themselves as the “new centre’, 
an indication of the shift to the right. 

The historical sensitivity of many of those who created 
and support this government is abysmal. Remembrance 
of Germany's past, of the crimes committed against 
European Jews, is to them merely a disturbing hindrance. 
@ Ignatz Bubis tragically passed away in Frankfurt on 13 
August, aged 72. At his request he was buried in Israel. 
The German and Israeli heads of state and other digni- 
taries attended the funeral. 
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Germany’s far right 





that 11,049 crimes, 708 of them violent, were com- 

mitted by right-wing extremists. Almost half these 
crimes were perpetrated in the five former East German 
states. Although the total represented a 5.7% fall com- 
pared to the previous year, there were nevertheless 435 
racist attacks, more than one a day. 

Needless to say, the reality of life for migrants, refugees 
and ethnic minorities indicates that these official figures 
are far too low and that the true figure is at least nine times 
as high. The low figures stem from the rigid definition of 
what constitutes a racist attack and the reluctance of 
many victims to report such crimes. 

Other figures in the 1998 report of the internal secret ser- 
vice, the Verfassungsschutz, leave no room for compla- 
cency. According to state investigators, there are 8,200 vio- 
lent right-wing extremists in 114 organisations, the total 
membership of which rose by 11% to 53,600 in 1998. 


Gus Interior Ministry statistics for 1998 show 


Deutsche Volksunion (DVU) 


The DVU has the biggest membership and strongest 
financial base of all Germany’s right-wing extremist par- 
ties. After its spectacular election success in Sachsen- 
Anhalt in spring 1998, when it took 12.9% of the overall 
vote and was the biggest single party among 18 to 25-year- 
olds, the DVU has failed to make further progress. 

In other local and regional elections last year and this, 
the DVU failed to cross the 5% barrier. It did not even field 
candidates in the European elections. Only in a recent 
regional election in Bremen did the party win any seats. 

The DVU’s hopes are currently concentrated on the 
regional elections in Brandenburg on 12 September. With 
a propaganda blitz costing around £350,000, it hopes to 
tap into a potential 15% extreme-right vote. 

Although the DVU has some sort of structure in all 16 
federal states, it has failed to build a mass base and cannot 
conceal the fact that the party is a one-man show, the per- 
sonal property of the Munich multimillionaire Gerhard 
Frey. He selects the candidates, tolerates no criticism and 
runs the show from his Munich bunker with a handful of 
officers. Nowhere is that clearer than in Sachsen-Anhalt, 
where the group of 16 elected members in the regional 
parliament has fallen apart after only a year. 

The danger of the DVU lies not in its potential to recruit 
but in its capacity to attract protest voters and make its 
extremist, antisemitic policies socially acceptable. 


Die Republikaner (REP) 

The downhill slide of the REP has continued. The party is 
wracked by differences over its leader Rolf Schlierer’s 
determination to keep other right-wing extremist parties 
and organisations at arm’s length. 
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The REP has failed to cross the 5% barrier in any recent 
local or regional elections and even in its former Bavarian 
stronghold it gained a mere 3.6% in regional and district 
elections last September. Only in the elections to the fed- 
eral parliament did it record a small success, its 1.8% vote 
putting it ahead of the DVU and the nazi 
Nationaldemokratische Partei Deutschlands (NPD). 

In the long term, the REP matters only in local politics in 
Baden-Wiirttemberg, Bavaria and parts of West Berlin. 
Nationally, the party has slumped and a few of its region- 
al organisations, such as in Sachsen-Anhalt, openly col- 
laborate with the rival DVU. 


National Demokratischepartei Deutschlands/ 
Junge Nationaldemokraten (NPD/JN) 


The NPD boasts an increase in members of 1,500 last year. 
Its strongest regional organisation is still in Saxony, where 
with 1,400 members it is larger than the Greens, followed 
by 800 in Bavaria and 600 in Nordrhein-Westfalen. 

The NPD won three seats on councils in Brandenburg 
last September and several in Saxony in June. 

The NPD expects to cross the 5% hurdle in the Saxony 
regional elections this month and sit in a regional parlia- 
ment for the first time since the end of the 1960s. 

At present, however, both the NPD and its youth organi- 
sation, the JN, have been weakened by internal policy 
rows. This stems partly from the presence of representa- 
tives of almost every single outlawed nazi organisation in 
the party’s leadership. These elements are almost entirely 
oriented towards agitation among young people for 
action and street mobilisations. For them the legality of 
the NPD is relevant only because it enables them to dis- 
tribute nazi propaganda. This wing collaborates closely 
with the militant nazis of the Free Kameradschaften. 

Ranged against the hardcore nazis is the Saxony leader- 
ship which has, for a long time, tried to give this party of 
thugs and nazis a more respectable image to attract votes. 

Oliver Handel, former manager of the JN’s office in 
Dresden, complained that leaders of the JN, including 
Holger Apfel, Jiirgen Distler, Jens Piihse, Andreas Weber 
and Sascha Rossmiiller, scornfully refused to stay for an 
evening of traditional German songs after a leadership 
meeting and instead opted for an evening in a local broth- 
el. “So that is how the struggle for our fatherland looks,” 
Handel wrote, “we hope that Sascha Rossmiiller was at 
least able to prove his uprightness in the whorehouse.” 

In the long term, the splits and differences may not nec- 
essarily lead to a weakening of the nazi camp but to the 
establishment of a clear division of labour and tactics. 

A key factor is the old hardcore nazi Gesinnungs- 
gemeinschaft der Neuen Front (GdNF) which inside and 
outside the NPD pulls many of the strings. 
























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































At the moment, the NPD/JN can still rely on its ability to 
mobilise large numbers of militant nazis and skinheads, 
as was shown at demonstrations on 1 May 1998 in Leipzig 
and 19 September 1998 in Rostock, when around 3,000 
nazis took to the streets. 

This mobilising potential comes largely from coopera- 
tion with the Free Kameradschaften around the frequent- 
ly convicted Hamburg nazi, Christian Worch and Thomas 
Wulff. This alliance has remained intact despite mutual 
dissatisfaction, although Udo Voigt, the NPD leader, 
would prefer to go down the path of respectability. 

The NPD remains the most dangerous nazi group 
because its legal status allows it to bring nazi propaganda 
onto the streets and organise meetings and demonstra- 
tions which strengthen the party among young people 
and legitimise its ideas, especially in former GDR. 


“Independent” nazis 


Those not fully integrated in the various fascist structures 
are generally to be found on the fascist music and culture 
scene. The Verfassungsschutz estimates that the number 
of nazi rock bands leapt from 70 in 1997 to over 100 in 
1998 and counted a total of 128 skinhead concerts with 
attendances of several hundred. 

The Verfassungsschutz estimates that businesses tout- 
ing right-wing music and status symbols such as clothing 
and badges number around 50 but, as usual, this is an 
underestimate because many small towns have shops 
offering everything from CDs and designer-label clothes 
to weapons and propaganda products aimed at right- 
wing youth. Nazi organisations such as the NPD also have 
their fingers in this pie. The NPD hawks music through its 
own mail order outlet, the Piihse Liste. 

The most influential element within right-wing subcul- 
’ ture, however, is the Blood and Honour Division 
Deutschland, which has started to publish its own news- 
paper. The Berlin section of this violent gang is the 
strongest organisationally but sections in Brandenburg 
and Saxony continue to stage illegal concerts and are reg- 
ularly seen at marches organised by the NPD and the Free 
Kameradschaften. 

Although organisationally independent and tightly led, 
Blood and Honour functions as a front organisation for 
the NPD and the Free Kameradschaften. In particular, it 
acts as a crossing point between organised criminality — 
protection rackets, drug trafficking and selling banned 
music and publications — and militant paramilitary activ- 
ities. The Free Kameradschaften also have a share in this. 

The latest example of this is an interview in Hamburger 
Sturm in which an anonymous nazi argues in favour of 
building illegal armed cells. Significantly, this publication 
is published by people around Worch and Wulff. 
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Bomb attacks such as those that devastated the 
Wehrmacht exhibition in Saarbriicken this spring and 
destroyed the grave of Berlin’s former Jewish community 
leader, Heinz Galinski, last year indicate that some of 
Germany’s nazis are no longer content with theoretical 
consideration of building underground structures but are 
making violent use of their skills, weapons and explosives. 
Advocates of this line include Thorsten Heise, the fre- 
quently convicted violent thug based in Northeim, who 
also has close links to Blood and Honour. 

This terrorist aspect of the nazi scene is more or less 
continuously played down by the state, a fact that has not 
changed since the election of the so-called Red-Green 
government, yet there is increasing evidence that part of 
the NPD’s base is moving towards militant action. This is 
particularly true of the mobs of “unorganised” racist louts 
deeply embedded in the right-wing youth subculture, 
who have been responsible for the most of the racist 
attacks in the past year and who need little winding up. 
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“youth gangs” and “isolated actions caused by drink’. 

The government throws millions of marks at social pro- 
jects based on ideas originally designed to tackle drug 
abuse that treat young people as “individual clients” who 
should be “accepted” and “taken seriously”. Fears, needs 
and worries are “understood” and interests supported to 
strengthen feelings of self-esteem. Emphasis shifts to “vio- 
lence prevention” and “social reintegration”. 

The results are sobering. A study of a Leipzig youth cen- 
tre showed how the readiness of social workers to “accept 
their clients” led to a nazi takeover with social workers 
helping to organise their charges’ participation in the nazi 
demonstration in Munich in spring 1997. 

The main result of these cosy arrangements appears to 
be a logistically generous and legally secure base for ongo- 
ing nazi organisation. Nazis can hold their Kameradschaft 
(comradeship) evenings, their bands have space to prac- 
tice and thugs can plot racist violence without hindrance. 


Nazis go modern 


Widespread public acceptance of racism, growing nation- 
alism, the removal of former taboos about Nazism and the 
benevolence of the authorities partially accoun for the 
almost continuous rise of fascism among youth. Today at 
least 100,000 are involved. Swathes of German youngsters, 
living outside the cities, are a nazi party in waiting. 

The recruitment potential for nazi groups is almost inex- 
haustible. The opening rally of the Nationaldemokratische 
Partei Deutschlands (NPD) election campaign looked 
more like a bonehead concert, with more than 90% of the 
6,000 people present skinheads. 

This is not new. The nazis grasped the potential of skin- 
heads even in the 1980s. They were seen not merely as 
recruits but as a vehicle for an updated variant of national 
socialism that could lure the young. 

Peter Dehoust, editor of the nazi monthly Nation und 
Europa, wrote in 1987: “We now have a generation whose 
appearance and behaviour does not fit into the image that 
national Germans have of their offspring ... we must 
accept these young Germans and be happy that there are 
young Germans who do not conform. Our task is to win 
them for the entire race and to show them the way.” 

In practice this meant approaching youth on their own 
terms and filling their heads with nazi ideology. The offi- 
cial picture of nazi youth as skinheads is outdated because 
the fascist scene covers the gamut of youth subcultures, 
united by a national socialist world view. Fascist tenden- 
cies and organised nazis exist within heavy metal, gothic 
and punk. 

Music is the motor, engineered to fit contemporary 
trends. The ideological basis is the strategy of right-wing 
“hegemony”, aimed at producing changes in political 
power by cultural means, in which socially useful values 
are supplanted by fascist ones. The nazi cultural front pre- 
sents itself as adaptable and diverse, reaching out to its 
various target groups with appropriate bands and fash- 
ions, all carrying the same poisonous message. 

German nazi groups, including banned organisations, 
play an important role. Thorsten Heise, a former leading 
activist of the outlawed Freiheitliche Deutsche Arbeiter 
Partei (FAP), has run Blood and Honour concerts since 
1993. His former FAP comrade, André Goertz, manages 
Nord Versand in Schleswig-Holstein, and Jens Piihse of the 
banned Nationalistische Front fronts the NPD’s youth 
mail-order outlet, the market leader of more than 30 such 
businesses. Under cover of the NPD’s legal status the hate- 
for-sale business operates smoothly. 

In the past couple of years, more than one hundred CDs, 
each with a pressing of 2,000 to 10,000, have been market- 
ed in Germany. With a gross margin of around £10 each, 
the net profits add up to millions. 

Tax officers who raided the Niebelungen-Versand mail- 
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order firm in 1998 seized several hundred thousand marks 
in cash and equipment, based on estimated undeclared 
profits from just six nazi CDs. 

Professional marketing plays an important role. The 
Diisseldorf label Funny Sounds publishes a glossy full- 
colour monthly magazine, Rock Nord, for which its pub- 
lishers claim a circulation of 17,000. Its self-styled role is as 
a mouthpiece for right-wing rock. It reports extensively on 
the bands and its own label CDs and affirms its corporate 
identity. It sells its wares via the internet, enabling credit 
card purchases from the privacy of the home. Around 100 
bands cater for the supply of nazi music in Germany but 
many of these have a one-CD lifespan. 

The number of shops selling nazi music and parapher- 
nalia has mushroomed. They are often owned by fascists, 
such as one in Saarland, with the giveaway name of Studio 
88, owned by Peter Strumpler, a member of the Horst 
Wessel Kameradschaft. His assistant, Mathias Lindner, 
publishes a bonehead magazine. 


Cornerstones of nazi rock 


Twenty years of activity have created a tightly-knit infor- 
mal network of activists who currently publish around 50 
fanzines. These run to between 200 and 1,000 copies and 
provide the most informative insight into the nazi youth 
milieu. They are variously aligned to German sections of 
the Hammerskins or Blood and Honour and form the 
backbone of the nazi music scene, planning concerts of up 
to 1,000 participants from across Germany to concerts that 
take place, on average, twice a week. 

The concerts enable the dissemination of illegal propa- 
ganda material and bring the various strands together. For 
example in August last year the dark wave band Blood Axis 
staged a concert in Hannover for a motley audience of 
nazis — gothics standing next to typical nazi skins. 

The gothics belong to the dark wave scene, and some- 
times call themselves the “black scene” because of their 
clothing, but their music encompasses a variety of styles. 
Largely electronic, it is depressive, melancholy and above 
all pensive. In contrast to the inherently violent nazi skins, 
the black scene is passive and even intellectual. 

Evolving from the 1970s punk and new wave movements, 
the black scene rapidly developed its own fashion styles 
and music, as well as its characteristic preoccupation with 
death, the “meaning of life’, Romanticism, mysticism and 
paganism. It has a surprisingly wide range of musical com- 
ponents. Dark wave rubs shoulders with neo-folk, ambi- 
ent, electronic body music, dark metal, gothic rock and 
industrial, to name but a few. 

This formerly secretive underground scene has boomed 
in recent years. “Black” fanzines such as the glossy Zillo 
have circulations of tens of thousands and can be bought 
at almost every kiosk, while music festivals, such as the 
Whitsun “wave-gothic” event and the Zillo festival in 
August, attract as many as 20,000 people. 

Adherents regard themselves as unpolitical but their 
anti-modern cultural pessimism, mysticism and existen- 
tialism overlap with fascist thinking. Philosophers such as 
Ernst Jiinger, Julius Evola and Friedrich Nietzche, and 
Italian Futurists such as Marinetti and D’Annunzio, have 
icon status on the right of the black scene. 

The images and sounds of Nazism are frequently inte- 
grated into the music and used at concerts. Nevertheless, 
the right-wing element, which only really emerged after 
the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989, remains small. 

The main tactic of the right-wing parties appears to be to 
infiltrate and influence the black scene more widely with 
the help of “sampler” CDs, produced by the fascist paper 
Junge Freiheit or the nazi publisher VAWS, complementing 
those on the inside who, based around the Dresden maga- 
zine Sigill, style themselves “the conservative cultural 
avant-garde of Europe”. 


September 1999 


Searchlight 





Germany: Coming to terms with past and future 


INCE German reunification in 1990, the German 
army, the Bundeswehr, has been busy latching 
onto German militaristic traditions in an attempt 
to increase its popularity and restore its place in 
the centre of society. 

On 20 July, the 55th anniversary of the attempt on 
Hitler’s life, the army staged a public oath-taking ceremo- 
ny for new recruits at the Berlin Bendlerblock, once the 
headquarters of the Wehrmacht High Command. This 
very building, which today houses Germany's Defence 
Ministry, was where Hitler and his generals planned their 
attempt to conquer the world. 

Public oath-taking, an integral element in Prussian and 
later fascist militarism, has made a dramatic reappear- 
ance since reunification. Such ceremonies remain, never- 
theless, contentious, attracting counter-demonstrations. 
Although the venue was cordoned off on 20 July, anti-mil- 
itarist demonstrators shouted slogans and greeted the 
spectacle with loud jeers and whistles. 

By exploiting the memory of the July 1944 assassination 
attempt, the Bundeswehr gained public acceptance hith- 
erto denied it. This was helped by the Bundeswehr's role 
in Kosovo — presented as an action against “humanitarian 
catastrophe” and symbolising the export of democracy — 
the army’s first wartime deployment since its inception in 
the mid-1950s. Television pictures of German troops 
marching into Kosovo joyously welcomed by Albanians 
were a big step forward for the hawks in the army, not 
least the Brussels-based General Klaus Naumann, who 
has long argued for combat deployment. 

Preparations for the German army’s involvement abroad 
had begun in the early 1990s during the term of Helmut 
Kohl’s Christian Democrat (CDU) government, which was 
convinced by Naumann and others that public accep- 
tance for the engagement of the Bundeswehr in armed 
conflicts had to be won. 

“Medical commandos” were sent to Somalia and 
Cambodia, followed by peace troops in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina, culminating eventually in the combat mode 
deployment in Kosovo. The fact that German troops were 
descending on Yugoslavia for the third time this century 
was lost on most Germans. 

Defence Minister Rudolf Scharping, speaking at the start 
of Nato’s bombing campaign, jumped through hoops to 
draw a parallel between Milosevic and Hitler, arguing that 
the Germans more than anyone else had a duty to inter- 
vene. What he achieved was the first war ordered by the 
political left - Social Democrats and Greens - to be 
launched from German soil. 

This role was only made possible in conjunction with 
Nato. But Prime Minister Tony Blair among others has 
done burgeoning German militarism a great service. By 
championing the war on behalf of humanitarianism and 
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democracy, he has assisted the Bundeswehr’s drive for 
legitimacy. 

Until now the German army has a bad reputation at 
home. Nazi incidents have increased in recent years. 
Officers have held celebrations of Hitler’s birthday and 
traditions largely based on the Wehrmacht have been 
informally cultivated, illustrated by the number of mili- 
tary barracks still bearing names of Nazi generals. 

In particular regular meetings have taken place between 
Bundeswehr officials and the association representing the 
bearers of the Knight’s Cross, the most highly decorated 
and fanatical members of Hitler’s armed forces. 

But the army has not had everything its own way. In 1995 
the Wehrmacht was opened to unprecedented public 
scrutiny when the Hamburg Institute for Social Research 
launched a touring exhibition titled “The Crimes of the 
Wehrmacht 1941-1945”. Earnest discussion questioned 
the hitherto official version of German history, according 
to which the Wehrmacht simply did its duty and blame for 
the Holocaust lay with the SS or Hitler alone. 

The exhibition sparked off controversy among war vet- 
erans. Some bore witness to the crimes documented; oth- 
ers sought to defend the Wehrmacht’s honour. The 
Bundeswehr naturally objected to the exhibition but any- 
one expecting a clear statement on Wehrmacht crimes 
from the new Social Democratic Chancellor, Gerhard 
Schréder, was to be sadly disappointed. Schréder told the 
French newspaper Le Monde: “I cannot concede, as is 
being claimed, that an army in its majority committed 
such crimes”. 

Scharping, has merely confirmed the permission already 
given by his CDU predecessor for members of the 
Bundeswehr to visit the exhibition provided they go in 
civilian clothes. Neither Schréder nor Scharping have vis- 
ited it themselves. 

In every town visited by the exhibition, nazis young and 
old took to the streets. The high point of their campaign 
was Munich in 1997 when, after the right-wing Bavarian 
CSU had placed itself at the head of opposition to the 
exhibition, more than 5,000 nazis swelled the ranks of a 
protest march. 

This unsavoury event exposed a constant feature of the 
development of fascism in Germany, namely that the 
nazis always experience a rush of recruits and influence 
when official policy makes common cause with them. 

This happened with a vengeance between 1990 and 
1993 when the CDU-Liberal coalition government did 
everything possible to dismantle Germany’s liberal asy- 
lum laws. For this purpose, which could only be accom- 
plished with the support of the Social Democratic opposi- 
tion, the government painted horrific pictures of crisis 
brought on by a “flood of asylum seekers” and prompted 
the police to give nazis a free hand to terrorise refugees, 


set fire to hostels and organise pogroms, such as those in 
Hoyerswerda in 1991 and Rostock in 1992. 

As the liberal right to asylum collapsed, fascist violence 
mounted and disquiet abroad about the situation in 
Germany intensified, the state took measures against the 
nazis, banning several organisations. 

The German economy depends upon its exports and a 
bad name hinders the sale of German products abroad 
and deters foreign investment at home. This argument, 
formerly whispered, is now shouted. For example, the 
state government of Brandenburg has called for an offen- 
sive against the present wave of nazi violence and its 
acceptance by the public. In this way efforts are made to 
sanitise the present. 

The attempt to clean up German history, to dispose of 
the memory of the Holocaust and the Nazi war of aggres- 
sion from 1939 to 1945, however, is as old as the Federal 
Republic itself, as the international integration of postwar 
Germany testifies. 

In 1949, when the Federal Republic was founded with 
the intention of tying it into the Western alliance, a whole 
bunch of former Nazi functionaries and industrial leaders 
emerged to assume office and honours. For example, the 
control centre of the government itself, the Chancellor's 
Office, was set up by a former high-ranking Nazi func- 
tionary, Hans Globke. 

In the corridors of power walked the same criminals who 
had occupied them before 1945. Whether in industry, the 
banks, schools, universities, government departments, 
the police or the army, the old thugs found themselves 
back in influential positions. The period of denazification 
had lasted only three years, the Cold War was under way 
and the number one enemy of the Western world was the 
Soviet Union, guaranteeing the instant de facto rehabilita- 
tion of Nazi party members. 

Reconstruction aid provided by the Marshall Plan facili- 
tated Germany’s rapid economic growth, and rising living 
standards and growing incomes drove home to Germans 
the advantages of the new system. 

The new state doctrine was against totalitarianism, 
whether socialist or national socialist. Fascist parties, as 
well as the Communist Party, were banned. But public 
perception was that the communist threat was more seri- 
ous than the threat of a resurgence of Nazism. The old 
Nazis could live comfortably under the new system, pro- 
vided they did not express themselves too openly in their 
former style. The CDU especially knew how to absorb old 
Nazis into the new system. 

By the end of the 1960s, vetting of people's pasts had 
almost ceased. For a while, at the time of the student 
protests of 1968, the children of the Nazi generation began 
to question their parents’ role during the Hitler era, but lit- 
-tle information was forthcoming. The fascist memories 
remained preserved in aspic, with the German people 
regarding themselves as victims because of the partition 
of Germany and the cession of the Eastern territories to 
Poland and Russia. 

In 1969, the first government in West Germany led by an 
anti-fascist, Willy Brandt, took office. Reconciliation with 
Poland and the acceptance of the Oder-Neisse line as 
Germany’s eastern border provoked angry protests from 
nazis and the CDU alike. Brandt an die Wand (Brandt to 
the wall) could be read on walls all over West Germany. 
Leading conservatives plotted with terrorist nazis to put 
extra-parliamentary pressure on the government. 

The screening of the television series Holocaust at the 
end of the 1970s sparked off the first really open and wide- 
ranging public discussion of the past. Nazis protested by 
blowing up transmitter masts and circulating a pamphlet, 
The Auschwitz Lie. However they met little response in a 
society wrapped in prosperity and a booming economy. 
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With the onset of economic problems in the early 1980s, 
the nazis started to gain attention by linking the small 
increases in unemployment with immigration and saw 
their chance to build a mass base. Although there were 
assaults on immigrants, Jewish institutions and leftists, 
the new nazis were relatively untouched by the police, 
who tended to come down more heavily against anti-fas- 
cists during nazi demonstrations and anti-fascist counter 
demonstrations. Without this state protection, the nazi 
activists would probably have been crushed by anti-fas- 
cists. The nazi groups that emerged at that time form the 
hard core of the nazis in Germany today. 

At an official level, the main effort has been to sweep 
aside the crimes of the Holocaust and to portray 
Germany’s past as if it were just like that of other nations. 
This was vital because memories of the Holocaust and 
Germany's crimes under National Socialism obstruct 
today’s push for greater military and political influence in 
the world. 

Efforts in this direction gathered pace in 1985, when 
Chancellor Kohl escorted US President Ronald Reagan on 
a visit to the graves of Wehrmacht and SS soldiers in the 
small town of Bitburg. 

A year later, the so-called “historians’ debate” broke out 
in which the internationally known historian Ernst Nolte 
questioned the uniqueness of the Holocaust and openly 
declared Nazi mass exterminations as nothing more than 
reaction to the Soviet Gulag. 

Pandora's box had been opened. In 1990 nazis came 
from across Europe to disseminate their lies at a 
Revisionist Congress in Munich, attended by the British 
Holocaust denier David Irving, who was introduced as “an 
Englishman who would free the Germans from lies”. 

Five years later the 50th anniversary of the end of the 
war was accompanied by an extensive discussion of 
Germany’s recent past. In countless outstanding televi- 
sion and radio programmes, the crimes of Nazi Germany 
were documented and history brought home to a large 
number of people. 

In this atmosphere the book Hitler’s Willing Executioners 
by Daniel Goldhagen, published in the same year, became 
a best-seller and the author was well received at public 
meetings. Although those who wish to bend history 
attacked Goldhagen with arguments that amounted to 
coded antisemitism, critical appraisal was the order of the 
day. 

This year, at the presentation of the German Booksellers’ 
Peace Prize, the writer Martin Walser was as enthusiasti- 
cally received as Goldhagen before him. What he said was 
rather different. To quote Walser, who wants to draw 
examination of German history to a close: “...when this 
past is laid before me every day in the media, I notice 
something awakes inside me that resists such continual 
harping on our shame. ... If I notice that something in me 
resists, I seek a motive for such parading of our shame and 
Tam almost happy to believe that I can discern that it is no 
longer the remembrance, the not daring to forget, which 
forms the motive, but the twisting of our shame to suit 
present-day purposes.” 

The backdrop for these remarks is formed by two major 
current issues: the reparation payments of German indus- 
try and banks to forced labourers from the Nazi era and 
the erection of a Holocaust memorial — a mere 55 years 
after the event — in the centre of Berlin. Both projects are 
being supported by the majority of the political class in 
Germany, but only because of their bearing on Germany’s 
image abroad and on profit and power. 

It is militaristic displays of the Bundeswehr, however, 
which signal the extent to which Germany has failed to 
come to terms with its past but is intent on coming to 
terms with its future. 
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The British National Party’s Jewish problem 





Steve Silver 


DOES the British National Party have such a 

\ | \ | hard time in the media? Is it because they look 

like a bunch of misfits and weirdoes? Is it 
because any decent journalist who runs into the party’s 
supporters can spot a bunch of nazis when they see one? 

Apparently the reason that the BNP has such a hard 
time is far more sinister than this. It’s all down to a four- 
letter word that is often only spoken in whispers and 
more usually only alluded to. Sometimes the BNP talks of 
“cosmopolitans” and sometimes “Zionists”, but its publi- 
cation Who are The Mind-benders? says unashamedly, 
and with great relief at finally getting the word out, “it’s 
the JEWS”. 

Who are The Mind-Benders: The people who rule Britain 
through control of the mass media, to give it its full title, is 
an “exposé” of the mass media and lists hundreds of 
“Jews” in British and US companies. From lowly reporters 
to company directors Nick Griffin and friends have left no 
stone unturned to find the “Jews in the news”. 

In The Mind-Benders, the Jewish people stand accused 
of “providing us with an endless diet of pro-multiracial, 
pro-homosexual, anti-British trash”. After explaining the 
power of the mass media and saying the media are con- 
trolled by the Jews, the pamphlet continues: 

“Straightaway, we can expect the mention of this minor- 
ity will put many readers on the defensive. Is this ‘anti- 
semitism’?, some will ask. That, you see, is the first exam- 
ple of the hypnotic effect of media power. The mass media 
in Britain today have managed to implant into many peo- 
ple’s minds the idea that it is ‘anti-semitic’ even to 
acknowledge that members of the Jewish community play 
a large part in controlling our news.” 


Why is The Mind-Benders antisemitic? 


Keeping with the spirit of things, it is sometimes said that 
Jews like to answer a question with a question. So if The 
Mind-Benders asks why it is antisemitic to say that Jews 
play a large part in controlling the media, then Searchlight 
asks in return, why would anybody be interested in com- 
piling a list of a few hundred members of one of Britain’s 
smaller ethnic minorities working in the media unless it 
was to stir up hatred towards them? 

The first and most important point of course is that The 
Mind-Benders states as fact that Jews do play a large part 
in controlling the media. The pamphlet does supply a list 
of names with endings like berg and stein, but this offers 
no more proof of control than if a list of “Anglo-Saxon” 
names were provided. Asserting that Jews control the 
media and giving as evidence a list of “Jews” is quite dif- 
ferent from saying, for example, that leading BNP mem- 
bers have criminal records for race relations offences 
(among other things) and giving as evidence a list starting 
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with John Tyndall ... The latter is a premise that is proven 
by the evidence, while the former does not. 

Of course, if there are a few hundred Jews working in 
the media then it stands to reason that the vast majority 
of the thousands of media workers are non-Jews; most 
no doubt would have had no problem passing the Nazi 
race laws. 

For the BNP, however, that isn’t the point; these Jews 
have a special clannishness and are organised in concert, 


while non-Jews, who have not been enlightened by the Uy 


BNP’s benevolent literature, are blissfully unaware. 

The truth about the media industry though, is that it is a 
cut-throat business governed by the same economic laws 
as any other of activity. People are pitted against each 
other, chasing stories and careers and like every other 
industry, lower-level staff often find their interests conflict 
with those of management. Only the gullible or those with 
a hidden agenda would argue that these facts do not also 
apply to Jewish people and that the Jewish TV presenters, 
Jewish reporters and Jewish media moguls named in TThe 
Mind-Benders are secretly in cahoots. 

Of course there is no doubt that some Jews in the media 
would find that they have much in common, but many 
have nothing in common and spurn their Jewish identity. 
Some are religious, some not. Some are Conservative and 
some Labour. Some are fervent supporters of Israel, oth- 
ers more critical. Like all peoples there would be as many 
different opinions as people in a room, were these “Jews” 
ever to meet each other. - 

It is important to realise as well that the media are not 
as friendly to the Jewish people as the BNP would have us 
believe. For example, The Mind-Benders makes great play 
of media support for Zionism, but is this true? The BNP 
has conveniently forgotten that extensive press coverage 
was given to the Palestinian Intifada which swayed the 
opinion of a significant section of the British population 
against Israel. Where an article refers to a Jewish person 
who has been involved in crime, it is not uncommon to 
find special reference to the person's Jewish background, 
especially if it is a financial scandal. Even in drama, 
Jewish characters are often portrayed as unflattering 
stereotypes. 


Non-Jewish Jews 


It is worth pointing out that of the hundreds of “Jews” 
mentioned in The Mind-Benders a significant portion are 
not actually Jewish. Of the rest, many are not even in the 
supposed jobs that are attributed to them. In the case of 
the BBC, probably the most influential of all media organ- 
isations in Britain and an employer of many thousands of 
staff, only 19 Jewish people are named, working at all lev- 
els in the organisation. 
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In spite of constant 
claims by the BNP 
that it is not an anti- 
semitic organisation, 
The Mind-Benders 
makes no real 
attempt to hide its 
hatred of Jews. Like in 
propaganda publica- 
tions emanating from 
Nazi Germany, unflatter- 
ing photographs of Jews 
supplement the text. 
How the authors 
must have laughed 
when they sifted 
through the side-on pro- 
files making sure they got a 
few good “big nose” shots. 
The Mind-Benders is based 
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Images Alliance. Searchlight readers will no doubt recall that 
above from Pierce is the author of the nazi terror bibles The Turner 
a 1930s Diaries and Hunter. Through his books, Pierce, who spoke 
French at a BNP annual rally in 1995, has offered inspiration to 
edition of nazi killers around the world. 

The The Mind-Benders ends with a call for readers to send in 
Protocols of _ further information for future editions which it claims will 
the Elders spread its remit beyond the media. Wherever there is 
of Zion and power: the media, banks, multinational companies, you 
(top right) can be sure that the BNP will be able to find a few “Jews” 
.the recently which of course will further “prove” the conspiracy. 
oe BNP ideas rooted in a forgery 

pamphlet It is crucial for anti-racists and anti-fascists to understand 
first issued that even though at street level it is black people who face 
in 1996. the brunt of the BNP’s activities, antisemitism is its core 





theory. Known Jews do and have become BNP targets, but 
black people are more easily identifiable and the Jewish 
community in Britain is tiny, numbering less than 1% of 
the population. Antisemitism is the lens through which 
the BNP views the entire world. Antisemitism is the glue 
that holds the BNP together in ideological terms. Who is 
responsible for non-white immigration to Britain? Who is 
responsible for capitalism? Who is responsible for com- 
munism? Whatever the issue you can be sure that the 
answer is that four letter word, the JEWS. This ancient 
people are so cunning that they are even in control of con- 
tradictory ideas and organisations. 

Never one to be accused of having an original idea, the 
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BNP’s advocacy of this Jewish conspiracy theory is rooted 
in ideas that first found their modern form in the wake of 
the French Revolution in 1797, a revolution that declared 
the “Rights of Man” and recognised the Jews as equal 
before the law. The French Cleric Abbé Barruel, in his five- 
volume Mémoire pour servir a histoire du jacobinisme, 
argued that a conspiracy of secret societies dating back to 
the fourteenth century was behind the revolution. Later, 
Barruel developed this theory and it became the Judeo- 
Masonic conspiracy theory that is still so popular in anti- 
semitic circles today. 

The idea found mass distribution this century through 
The Protocols of the Elders of Zion. Printed by the antise- 
mitic Tsarist regime in Russia at the turn of the twentieth 
century, this notorious forgery purports to be minutes of 
a meeting of leading Jews across the world at which they 
plot to control the planet. Without a doubt the blueprint 
of twentieth century antisemitism, The Protocols is the 
ultimate conspiracy theory and during the Nazi era was 
distributed worldwide. (For further information see 
Warrant for Genocide by Norman Cohn.) 


Jewish problem is BNP problem 


Historically fascist groups have understood well the rea- 
sons for using antisemitism. Adolf Hitler explained: 

“Antisemitism is a useful revolutionary expedient. 
Antisemitic propaganda in all countries is an almost 
indispensable medium for the extension of our political 
campaign. You.will see how little time we shall need in 
order to upset the ideas and criteria of the whole world, 
simply and purely by attacking Judaism. It is beyond ques- 
tion the most important weapon in my propaganda arse- 
nal.” (Cited in An enemy of the people: antisemitism, by 
James Parkes.) 

How right Hitler was in a different country in a different 
time. The great difficulty for the BNP is that conspiracy 
theory style antisemitism does not for the moment have 
the resonance in Britain that it did in Germany in the 
1930s or does in Russia today. The BNP’s antisemitism 
puts them into the crank category when it comes to 
attracting supporters, as well they know. It is for this rea- 
son, and this reason alone, that they claim they are not 
antisemites. 

The problem for the BNP though is that antisemitism is 
what holds the whole thing together. It is a great irony that 
what fascists traditionally called “The Jewish Problem’ is a 
very real one for the BNP With antisemitism they can 
make little headway among the British masses and with- 
out it they lose the core of their world view. For the 
moment the BNP has chosen to make little headway: a 
new and updated version of The Mind-Benders is current- 
ly in production. 
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For several decades it has been monitoring the 
rganisations and activities associated with a force 
the definition of which remains the subject of intense con- 
troversy. St Augustine once observed that he knew what 
time was until he was asked to define it, and fascism has a 
similarly elusive property. Practically all readers of this 
article, whatever point they occupy in the political spec- 
trum or circle, know instinctively what fascism is and can 
recognise it when they see it. 

However, many would be hard put to say what it means 
for them in other than impressionistic terms, possibly 
resorting to an MOT-type check-list of attributes and asso- 
ciations (leader-cult, violence etc). If they were all to send 
their definition to the editor (the basis of a future feature?), 
it would reveal an extraordinary profusion of conflicting 
approaches. The “Babel effect”, which operates in-all areas 
of human phenomena when efforts are made to pin them 
down conceptually, has been peculiarly strong when it 
comes to fascism. 

Of course, there is no need to be a lexicographer, let 
alone an academic, to stand up for certain ideals or to 
fight forces which seek to destroy them, quite the reverse. 
But in the case of “fascism” definitions are important. 
First, they delimit the area under investigation. For some 
fascism has never existed outside Italy. For others it is 
axiomatic that most Latin, African and Asian dictator- 
ships, not to mention apartheid South Africa, have been 
fascist. 

Just how elastic a concept it can be was graphically illus- 
trated a few months ago when crowds in Beijing protest- 
ing against Nato’s “collateral damage” to the Chinese 
Embassy in Belgrade held up placards bearing swastikas 
to symbolise the oppressor. No wonder attempts by the 
Russian parliament to ban fascism have so far run 
aground on the reef of controversy and semantics, which 
forms when legislators try to specify precisely what is 
being made illegal. 

Second, every definition of fascism implies a causal 
explanation. The one offered by Dave Renton in last 
month's issue of this periodical is a case in point. 
“Fascism’, he assures us, is a form of reactionary mass 
movement (surely a simplistic and bathetic conclusion 
given his scathing eloquence concerning the shortcom- 
ings of “liberal” theories). He explains that reactionary 
means “opposed to all forms of democratic practice”. Yet 
dissenters would point out that this covers a wide range of 
modern populist movements of the right and the left, from 
Islamic fundamentalism to Mao’s Cultural Revolution, 
while it does not take into account scores of minute 
extreme right-wing groupuscules (such as the English 
Revolutionary Faction), intellectuals (eg Drieu la 


A CURIOUS paradox lies at the heart of Searchlight. 
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Its opponents need to understand fascism in 
its own terms or face the perils of ideological 
blinkers argues 


Fascism is more 
than reaction 





Rochelle), think-tanks (eg GRECE), loners (such as those 
responsible for the Oklahoma bombing) and “cadre” para- 
military groups (such as the AWB), all of whom would be 
widely associated with the term yet have no mass move- 
ment behind them. It is also a definition which at first 
sight implies that the driving force of fascism is the wan- 
tonly nihilistic one of “destroying democracy”. 

Following this logic, the Holocaust, which Renton cites 
as the culmination of fascist reactionary practice, can be 
seen as no more than a vast exercise in destruction moti- 
vated by no other goal than the Nazis’ visceral hatred of 
their opponents as embodiments of communism (conve- 
niently forgetting that they also incarnated the evils of 
international capitalism). The ideological origins of this 
hatred, the deeper rationale behind the systematic vio- 
lence and systemic inhumanity it inspired, remains 
obscure. 

Or do they? Is it liberal paranoia to suggest that red lurks 
under Renton’s ideological bed? He takes to task three lib- 
eral academics (myself among them) for giving credence 
to the claims of fascism’s ideologues that it had a revolu- 
tionary dimension, insisting that this makes the move- 
ment appear “much more positive than it actually has 
been”. Our approach is “flawed and uncritical” and it is 
“time that it changed”. 


‘Only when Marxists finally concede 
that they do not have a monopoly over 
revolutionary movements in modern 
history may they finally develop an 
incisive “alternative” account of 
fascism.’ 


Could the hidden agenda of Renton’s vitriolic attack on 
“liberal” theories of fascism be part of a campaign to put 
Marxist theories back in the driving seat of fascist studies, 
which they occupied until the 1960s. This is a point surely 
not unrelated to the fact that his own monograph, 
Fascism, has just been published by Pluto Press and is 
advertised in the very issue of Searchlight in which his 
article appeared, as offering “the first new theory of fas- 
cism ... to come from the left for over 20 years”. 

Yet encrypted within the term “reactionary” is the tradi- 
tional Marxist assumption that fascism’s ultimate func- 
tion, if not deliberate purpose, was the defence of feudal 
and capitalist interests at all costs from the threat posed by 
socialism (whether Bolshevik or Trotskyite) as the embod- 
iment of the “real” revolution. 

Only when Marxists finally concede that they do not 


have a monopoly over revolutionary movements in mod- 
ern history may they finally develop an incisive “alterna- 
tive” account of fascism. There is nothing in what Renton 
says, however, to suggest that he has wandered far from 
the orthodox fold. 

Unfortunately, Renton’s polemical urge to discredit the 
“liberal” school of fascist studies has led him to make 
some aberrant judgments. 

The “academic discipline” of fascism studies has been 
around not a mere 15 years, but at least since Ernst Nolte’s 
Three Faces of Fascism, originally published in German in 
1963. Though Zeev Sternhell’s work does indeed imply 
that fascism died in 1945, both Stanley Payne and I stress 
the continuities between interwar and postwar fascism, 
and the bulk of my publications have concerned its 1990s 
variants rather than its pre-1945 ones — see, for example, 
the epilogue of Payne's A History of Fascism, 1914-1945, my 
Net Gains and GUD Reactions: Patterns of Prejudice in a 
Neo-fascist Groupuscule (Patterns of Prejudice, vol. 33, no 
2, 1999), or section five of Fascism, which is entirely devot- 
ed to contemporary fascism. Certainly, neither of us sug- 
gest that “the battles are over”. What we would deny is that 
fascism is simply an epiphenomenon of capitalism and 
can only be combated effectively by an anti-capitalist 
movement (preferably led by the Socialist Workers Party's 
Anti Nazi League). 

Moreover, while it is true that Sternhell does not consid- 
er Nazism a form of fascism, it is a central assumption of 
the research into fascism carried out by both Payne and 
myself that Nazism completely fits our largely compatible 
models of the term. Nor do any of us fall into the trap of 
seeing Italy as the role model or archetype of all fascisms. 

It is a banal point, but one clearly worth stressing yet 
again, that every variant of a genus in the realm of human 
phenomena is unique: the fact that Nazism had unique 
features (eg its biological racism, Aryan myth and imperi- 
alist vision of a Nazified Europe) which made it extraordi- 
narily destructive does not somehow disqualify it as a per- 
mutation of fascism. The claim that we argue that “fascism 
equals Mussolini and not Hitler” is thus quite unfounded. 

The most disturbing allegation contained in Renton’s 
article, however, is that the partial consensus on the defi- 
nition of fascism which I have detected as emerging in the 
1990s (though it is far from being “hegemonic” within the 
discipline) has some sort of revisionist intent. The stress 
which he claims we place on its revolutionary dimension, 
on its ideology, its ultra-nationalism (all true), and the 
down-playing of Nazism (untrue) signals to him that “we” 
are treading a path which leads “from an idealist definition 
to a positive description of fascism’, and hence to its “pos- 
itive reevaluation’. 

The insinuation that by approaching fascism as a politi- 
cal force driven by a revolutionary vision of a new order 

-rather than as a reactionary one devoid of sincerely held 
utopian values and goals, “we” are somehow minimising 
or vindicating the atrocities committed in the pursuit ofits 
goal is a serious accusation to level at “our” professional 
integrity. Indeed, in other contexts it could be construed 
as libellous. 

Certainly genuine revisionists might be tempted deliber- 
ately to misconstrue the stress we place on fascism’s revo- 
lutionary thrust as backing up their mendacious position, 
just as some have sought to mitigate the horrors of Nazism 
by seizing on evidence of its “modernity”. However, such 
misappropriations are no more serious travesties of truth 
than when someone on the left imputes apologetic inten- 
tions to academics who have made a sustained attempt to 
combat fascism by probing into its historical and social 
dynamics rather than simply lashing out blindly against it 
armed with vapid generalisations about its roots in capi- 
talist reaction. 

Could there be a vestige here of the Marxist fundamen- 
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talism which identifies “liberalism” with “capitalism” and 
hence tendentially with “fascism” and regards all liberal 
academics as predisposed to “sleeping with the enemy’, 
no matter how vociferous they are in their condemnation 
of fascism and racism? 

Are there shades here of the same bigotry which once led 
the German Communist Party of the Weimar Republic to 
treat Social Democrats as “social fascists” when Hitler’s 
rise was still eluctable, and more recently indicted Nato of 
being the lackey of American imperialism in carrying out 
the bombing campaign against Milosevic? “Tout com- 
prendre’ does NOT mean “tout pardonner”. Given the 
bloody foam churned up in the wake of so many utopian 
Titanics that have set sail this century, whether they were 
heading left, right or centre, it should surely be possible 
for terms such as “revolution”, “modern”, “ideals”, and 
“utopia” to be stripped of any intrinsic positive or progres- 
sive connotations and used as part of the conceptual 
apparatus with which to understand fascism without 
inviting charges of revisionism. 


‘... fascism is most usefully defined 
.. aS a revolutionary permutation of 
populist ultra-nationalism’ 


To forestall further misunderstandings, let me take the 
opportunity generously offered by Searchlight to sum- 
marise the current state of play in fascist studies as I see it 
(an important qualifying phrase). As I have argued in 
International Fascism. Theories, Causes and the New 
Consensus (1998), a broad area of agreement has gradual- 
ly emerged among many non-Marxist academics that for 
heuristic purposes fascism is most usefully defined “ideal 
typically” as a revolutionary permutation of populist ultra- 
nationalism. 

My particular version of this emerging school of thought 
highlights the central role played in its revolutionary 
assault on the liberal status quo by an obsession with the 
decadence which allegedly prevails or prevailed within all 
areas of national life under liberalism and the possibility 
of regenerating the national community within a new 
order. This does not preclude fascists from aspiring 
towards the formation of a new international (though not 
internationalist) order, as long as the rival revolutionary 
ideological forces of supra-national socialism can be 
destroyed. 

The structural core which is common to all permuta- 
tions of fascism, interwar and postwar, identified by this 
“school of thought” is thus the archetypal myth of rebirth 
(I have tried — largely unsuccessfully — to introduce into 
the social sciences the term “palingenesis” for this con- 
cept) projected onto the national community within a 
post-liberal new order. This core of “palingenetic ultra- 
nationalism’, the vision of the nation rising as a phoenix 
from the ashes of the old order, has admitted in the past, 
and continues to admit, a bewilderingly wide range of 
doctrinal rationalisations and policies between move- 
ments of different countries and even between different 
factions within the same movement. 

But whether it takes the form of the in-your-face neo- 
Nazism of White Noise or the metapolitical pan- 
Europeanist fantasies of sections of the New Right, its 
common denominator is the bid to cleanse, regenerate, 
renew, rejuvenate society in a nationalist, ethnic, rather 
than an internationalist, humanistic spirit. It is this which 
distinguishes fascism both from restorationist or mod- 
ernising (and hence genuinely reactionary) conservatism 
(eg contrast Falangism with Franquismo), and from 
Marxist forms of revolutionary socialism (which have 
always remained internationalist, at least in theory). 

continued overleaf 
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continued from previous page 

It is this core which is reflected in fascist leadership, pro- 
paganda, policies, ritual politics, psychology, and in an 
ethos generated by fascism which has all too often been 
associated by its enemies (who include mere “liberals” 
like myself) with naked power-lust and nihilism. 

Once the mind is unfettered by the axiom that fascism is 
essentially reactionary and lacks a distinctive ideology, 
patterns of empirical evidence invisible to Marxists leap 
into view. However “opportunist” Hitler and Mussolini (or 
for that matter Mosley and Codreanu) were as fascist 
leaders, they were clearly ideologically motivated and 
paid enormous attention to ideas with the cast of mind of 
the revolutionary activist rather than the philosopher. 


‘Once the mind is unfettered by the 
axiom that fascism is essentially 
reactionary and lacks a distinctive 
ideology, patterns of empirical 
evidence invisible to Marxists leap 
into view’ 


Moreover, a dialectic pattern of destruction and cre- 
ation at the heart of fascist state policy becomes appar- 
ent. In the Third Reich, for example, the corollary of the 
state’s promotion of “healthy” German art was the burn- 
ing of degenerate paintings, while the cult of youth and 
athleticism was one facet of the same eugenic conception 
of the regenerated national community which led to the 
euthanasia campaign and physical elimination of alleged 
social and racial enemies. It becomes equally self-evident 
that the regime's ritual style of politics was deliberately 
created to induce a collective subjective sense of rebirth 
in millions of ordinary people disembedded from a com- 
fortable sense of normality by the social and political 
convulsions of time, and hence psychologically “avail- 
able” to a political ideology whose central message was 
total rebirth in a new era. 


In short, the Holocaust was not the ultimate product of 


fascist reaction, but the ultimate consequence of the 
mythic bid to purge German society of decadence so that 
it could be reborn, of a revolutionary project to use social 
engineering to create a state and empire based on a racial 
concept of history and the primacy of collective myth 
over “decadent” reason. 

As long as fanatics cultivating perverse imaginings of 
“home” and “the people” continue to demonise various 
human categories of “Other”, Searchlight will be needed 
to keep track of the organisations, activities and schemes 
through which they hope to realise their fantasies. 

While such a publication cannot hope to destroy the 
illusions that enable fascists to maintain their “vision of 
the world”, it is encouraging to see it becoming a forum of 
intelligent debate about the nature of fascism, since with- 
out a sophisticated understanding of this it is impossible 
to develop intelligent strategies for evaluating and com- 
bating the threat it poses to democratic society. 

As long as Marxists cling on to the naive belief that they 


exercise a monopoly over revolutionary politic in the | 


modern age both their analyses of fascism and their tac- 
tics to counter it will be flawed. I am hardly “scornful 
towards the idea of an anti-fascist history”, as Renton 
alleges. 

Like my more illustrious colleagues, Payne and 
Sternhell, I have spent a good part of my career in 
attempts to contribute to such a history. What I am cer- 
tainly scornful of, however, is the pseudo-academic 
exploitation of the anti-fascist cause for the purpose of 
grinding other ideological axes. 
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youths and refugees sent the press and politicians into a 
frenzy over immigration last month. 

Although exactly what happened is unclear, press reports state 
that several people were injured, some suffering knife wounds, 
and three people were arrested. The police stepped up their 
presence in the area as a result of the incident, which is said to 
be the latest in a series of smaller provocations. 

The Kent Anti-Fascist Committee says that the far-right were 
not involved in the disturbances. Searchlight readers will recall 
that the National Front has marched through the area three 
times in the past two years; on each occasion only mustering up 
to 40 supporters from across Britain. 

The reason for this is not particularly difficult to see. Who 
needs a fringe anti-immigrant party when a mainstream one will 
do? Who needs to buy a nazi rag when the local newspapers 
express the same sentiments? The attitude from some local 
Conservative politicians and the press to the refugees in the 
area has been deeply shocking. The violence comes in the wake 
of the leaking of a letter sent by the Conservative leader of Kent 
Council, Sandy Bruce-Lockhart, to the Immigration Minister 
Barbara Roche. 

Echoing Margaret Thatcher’s infamous 1978 “swamping” 
speech, he wrote: “The area has virtually no prior history of 
multi-cultural diversity, local people feel increasingly “swamped” 
and resentful - and this is leading to increased confrontation and 
incidents, some of which are violent and probably racially 
motivated ... It is no exaggeration to say that in parts of Dover it 
is a tinder box atmosphere and we are increasingly fearful that it 
could culminate in a fatal confrontation or arson attack.” 

Keith Ferrin, deputy leader of the county council, expressed 
similar sentiments when he told journalists that the issue: “is not 
if, but when, where and how bad. We wouldn’t be surprised if 
matters got worse ... it’s like London [with] the first immigrants 
in the 1950s. Locals have been asked to cope with too much.” 


Steve Silver is unsurprised at politié ; 
occupying the ground prepared bysr 
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Pevccins: NEAR a fairground at Dover, Kent, between local 
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ans and press 


The refugee community in Kent consists mainly of Kosovans and 
Kurds who have fled terror in their homelands. Representatives 
of the communities have condemned the violence and told 
journalists that it was the culmination of four weeks of 
increasing tension between the two communities following 
several assaults on refugees. 

The newspapers, both local and national, have been playing the 
numbers game helping to encourage the “swamping” notion. The 
truth is, however, that reports have downsized the total 
population of Dover and played up the number of refugees. Much 
hand wringing has been done by politicians about the best way to 
solve this new refugee “problem”. 

What is it that fuels anti-refugee resentment though? Can any 
local really wish they were in the position of a Kosovan or Kurd in 
Dover? Many refugees are no doubt lucky to be alive. In Britain 
they face uncertainty whether they will even be able to stay. 
Forced to live on meagre handouts, unable to work and often 
separated from their families, it is hardly an enviable existence. 

“Resentment”, such as it is, is in fact scapegoating for the 
problems that people face in Kent. The real issue that needs to 
be addressed is providing decent employment, services and 
leisure facilities for all the people who live in the area. All that 
the arrival of refugees has done is to highlight this. The local 
newspapers also need to be brought to book for their disgraceful 
role in helping build this “resentment”. 

In light of the press and political uproar over the presence of 
the refugees, it will be no surprise if both the National Front and 
the British National Party attempt to exploit the situation. While 
their success is uncertain, their appearance will only add to the 
heighteneing tension in the area. 

Britain has a moral duty to help these people in the light of the 
relentless media campaign during the war against Yugoslavia, 
which was supposedly fought for these same refugees. At the 
height of the bombing Tony Blair promised he would not let these 
people down. Does he still mean it? 
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e watchers? 

tis commonly known that 
under the Berufsverbotlaw, 
West Germans may be 
excluded from public 
employmentif they have any 
record of political activity of 
which the authorities disap- 
prove. The agency entrusted 
| with compiling the records 
necessary to implement 
3 policy is called the Verfassungsschutz 
the Department for the Protection of the 





against this law have often focussed 
fact that many of those responsible for 
rcing it are ex-Nazis who use it as a means of 
ducting a witch-hunt against the left. 
ese claims have been given added weight 
weeks with disclosures concerning the 
backgrounds of yet more VS officers. In 
for example, one of the two men who 
the computer collation of data on left- 
Rudi Stelljes — known to his col- 
as ‘SS Rudi’. During the war he was a 
of the elite SS unit the Leibstandarte 
Hitler. According to the German magazine 
Bremen’s VS chief was himself a member 


Attempts by thugs from the 
National Front Flag Group 
and the UDAto engage in 
their favourite sport-— 
disrupting an Irish 
Republican march through 
London — ended in embar- 
rassing failure when no- 
nonsense pre-emptive 
policing resulted in arrest 
ist morons. 

ishes on a mainly peaceful day 








British Lion teeshirts, 
ints along the 


odeal with nazi street 




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































independent study of the use of stop and search 

came as a breath of fresh air and is indicative of the 
strenuous efforts being made to tackle crime by drawing 
on officers’ policing skills and common sense rather than 
prejudged conceptions of who the criminals might be. The 
study is being carried out by Dr Marian Fitzgerald, a 
former senior Home Office researcher and very respected 
long-time criminologist and expert on policing. 

A preliminary summary of her findings was released last 
month, in what has been seen as a stopgap reaction by the 
police to ill-informed and often racist press comment on 
stop and search and London's continuing crime problems. 
Some of the press have claimed crime has increased 
because the police are carrying out fewer stop and 
searches in an overreaction to criticism of stop and search 
in the report of the Macpherson Inquiry into the death of 
Stephen Lawrence. 

Dr Fitzgerald’s full report is due to be published in 
October. Her study covers the seven areas of London 
where the Metropolitan Police Service is running pilot 
schemes in response to the Macpherson report. In these 
areas officers have been asked to use their power to stop 
and search in a more targeted manner, ensure it is 
exercised fairly and inform those stopped of their rights. 

It is well established that the ratio of black people 
stopped compared to others is more than five to one. In 
her report Dr Fitzgerald sounds an early warning that the 
proportion of black people stopped may fall because of 
increasing stop and searches of asylum seekers and 
refugees from eastern Europe, who are white. 


Ti NEWS that Scotland Yard had commissioned an 





















































































































































































































































































































































As most observers already know, most of the charges 
arising from stop and search are for petty offences and not 
for the serious crimes that damage the quality of life in 
London and make parts of it unsafe for all its citizens 
irrespective of colour. 

Even in the results published so far, some patterns are 
emerging. Whites are more likely to be searched for going 
equipped to steal, that is they suspected of being car 
thieves or burglars, and most of the Asian searches are 
drug related. Searches of black people are slightly more 
likely to be for offensive weapons and in some instances 
firearms. 

Dr Fitzgerald reveals that after arrest black people are 
less likely to be charged or even cautioned. However this 
finding is somewhat distorted by the figures for Brixton, 
where many black people are arrested but the rate of 
charge and caution is below average over all racial groups. 
The report gives no further information about how many 
stop and searches result in convictions, which is surely the 
most important figure. 

Dr Fitzgerald predicts that a fall in stop and searches 
would immediately result in some increase in crime. But 
the crimes that might increase would be those lesser 
offences for which people are being stopped and 
searched, not the more serious crimes that the press has 
highlighted. 

Some of the press comment on Dr Fitzgerald’s interim 
report has accused police officers of deliberately failing to 
stop and search as a form of “go slow” or disorganised 
resistance to change in the wake of the Macpherson 
report. If this is true then there is a breakdown at police 
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management level. Senior officers and middle 
management should impose clear rules and ensure they 
are obeyed. Then anyone who continues to block progress 
in the police service should be removed. They are a 
minority with a failing level of support, which is why the 
attitude of the media is so important. 

A couple of the national newspapers are generally seen 
as unrepentantly racist and intolerant - no prizes for 
guessing which they are. They are often joined by the 
London Evening Standard in printing highly specious 
stories about the alleged levels of black crime in London. 
Over the past 25 years there have been numerous mini 
campaigns about crime in London of this nature. 

Over the years I have had a grudging respect for The 
Sunday Telegraph for raising issues that the Conservative 
Party would have preferred to keep hidden. The 
Telegraph’s exposure of the anti-democratic plotting by 
Tory Party members and MPs around the Monday Club in 
the early 1970s is a good example. And while the paper is 
totally opposed to the republican cause in Northern 
Ireland, since the 1960s it has not held back from speaking 
out against extremists in the loyalist camp and has even 
challenged the occasionally illegal activities of the Royal 
Ulster Constabulary. 

On the other hand in recent years the extreme right has 
had growing access to The Sunday Telegraph letters pages. 
No other respectable national Sunday newspaper has 
given space to John Tyndall, the convicted criminal who 
leads the British National Party, his press officer Michael 
Newland and more recently the notorious nazi godfather 
Colin Jordan. The paper has also carried racist stories fed 
to it by unreformed racists in the Metropolitan Police and 
Home Office. For example, a leak from Scotland Yard 
resulted in the Telegraph reporting that the police were 
only targeting black criminals. One columnist’s material 


. could easily have found a home in a nazi publication. 


On 8 August an editorial in The Sunday Telegraph ranted 
about “the cost of Macpherson”. It had all the elements of 
an editorial in the BNP’s journal Spearhead with its bigotry 
and misuse of statistics. One can only assume that the 
Telegraph is prepared unquestioningly to swallow 
whatever story somebody within the police or Home 
Office chooses to feed it. 

Sunday Telegraph claims that stop and search has 
dropped by 46% but, as Searchlight reported earlier this 
year, in some of the Metropolitan Police pilot scheme 
areas the number of stops has increased. 

By not comparing like with like The Sunday Telegraph 
argument becomes completely spurious. One can only 
conclude that the newspaper is trying to give support to a 
diminishing minority of middle ranking and even fewer 
senior police officers or Home Office civil servants who 
are the last bastions of London's old-style racist policing 
and administration. 

Certainly Searchlight has criticised many aspects of the 
Macpherson Report. As we said earlier this year, it failed to 
tackle police corruption, did not recognise that many of its 
recommendations were already in place and made some 
recommendations that were totally impractical and anti- 
democratic. However it did get to grips with the problem 
of stop and search and the responsibility of those in 
positions of power and influence, which includes the 
media. The press barons and editors responsible for the 


The ratio of people of colour stopped is five times higher than 


whites. 


Only 18% of stops lead to an arrest or caution. 
No figures are available for convictions. 
82% of people stopped are innocent. 


current wave of disinformation need to look at the 
consequences of what they are doing if they wish to be 
seen as responsible citizens. 

Even before publication of the Macpherson Report the 
police had recognised that stop and search not only was 
racist but also failed to catch criminals. The main point is 
that the type of arrests that result from stop and search - 
and only about 18% of all stops result in arrests at all — are 
for minor offences. Most people arrested after stops are in 
possession of small quantities of drugs or are carrying a 
knife. These are not the burglars, car thieves, rapists, 
major drug dealers or violent muggers that violate our 
inner cities. If blacks and whites were stopped and 
searched equally, all the indications are that 15 to 30-year- 
olds in both groups would show almost identical levels of 
these petty crimes. Using and carrying small quantities of 
drugs is a social and cultural reflection of London rather 
than a racial one. 

Even as a means of combating petty crime stop and 
search is not very effective. Of those stopped 82% are not 
arrested and of the 18% who are arrested few are 
convicted. One must also ask how many of the arrests 
arise from the stop and search confrontation itself and not 
because of any offence being committed at the time of the 
stop. 

Stop and search causes a great deal of resentment and 
distance between the police and the public that needs 
breaking down rather than exacerbating. Unless the police 
can show improved results, not only a greater number of 
arrests but also a viable number of convictions, then stop 
and search in its present form should be suspended until 
an improved procedure can be formulated with the 
mutual consent of both police and community. 

The new Community Safety Units, with their heavy 
investment in community cooperation, care of victims 
and sensible intelligence initiatives, promise to be a far 
more effective means of solving and preventing crime. 
These units are led by forward-thinking officers, who 
understand the importance of gathering and using 
intelligence, working with panels drawn from key 
institutional and community bodies in their localities. 
Such better targeted use of police resources will 
considerably reduce the importance of stop and search. 

For example in some areas officers using community 
level intelligence reports are sent out onto the streets to 
video suspects, thus making their presence untenable. 
Such intelligence now flows in from both black and white 
Londoners, as evidenced by public reaction and 
cooperation over the London bombings and the arrests in 
the Michael Menson case. 

In defence of stop and search the police have claimed 
that they have recovered crack cocaine and firearms as a 
result of stops in one of the south London pilot areas. I 
would suggest that this is more the result of a targeted 
approach to whom they are stopping in a pilot scheme 
area than a reflection of stop and search in London as a 
whole. 

Unfortunately for the racists inside and outside the 
police and the columns of some newspapers, we are now 
well beyond Macpherson. The eagerly awaited arrival of 
the new Commissioner of the Metropolitan Police Service, 
Sir John Stevens will hopefully be one of the last nails in 
the coffin of the old guard. He comes with a reputation for 
fighting corruption and taking on the RUC on its own 
ground. Decent police officers view him as a man who can 
inspire and lead. The look of fear in the eyes of officers 
who hopefully will represent the past is indication that 
there are grounds for hope. 

Maybe the campaign to elect London’s new mayor could 
be a focal point for an honest debate on crime in the 
capital based on facts rather than bigotry and ignorance. 
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Making sense of the senseless 


dice we have about the untermenschen who popu- 

late the white supremacist underworld. The con- 
fessed killer of a Filipino-American postman and shooter 
of five at a Los Angeles Jewish community centre is a loser. 
His only previous claim to fame was a few years in uni- 
form at the Aryan Nations camp in Idaho, a liaison with 
Debbie Mathews, widow of the Order's founder, and a fas- 
cination with weapons. He had dropped out of the Army, 
failed at marriage, spent time in a psychiatric ward and 


Bieewve O’Neal Furrow Jr exemplifies every preju- 





Leonard shifted from job to job. At the age of 37 he lived at home 
Zeskind with his parents. 

Institute for Lest the reader draw too many conclusions about how 
Research & the sad facts of Furrow’s life caused him to turn into a neo- 
Education on nazi killer, however, please note that most people with 
Human Rights patchy job records and divorces are decent human beings. 


(Some are good anti-fascists.) Also, remember the previ- 
ous killer of the month, Benjamin Smith. A well heeled 
child of the Chicago suburbs attending university, he pos- 
sessed the necessary privileges to practically guarantee 
success. Instead, Smith joined the World Church of the 
Creator and drove through Illinois and Indiana shooting 
nine and killing two, before killing himself at the end. 
Perhaps the common denominator between Furrow and 
Smith was mental instability. But does that tell us about 
those who shoot at black people, Jews and gays and les- 
bians; or more about killers in general. Murder is a demo- 
cratic event in the United States, marked by high levels of 
citizen participation. Most of the evidence seems to point 
to the latter proposition rather than the former. The need 
for psychiatric care may tell us why Furrow and Smith 
were mass murderers, but it doesn’t explain why they 
chose the particular targets they did. And 
some of the movement's most ardent 
killers, such as Order founder 
Bob Mathews, showed no 
other signs of craziness. 
} (Remember that many of 
Hitler’s executioners were 
“ordinary Germans”.) 
Here it is useful to look at 
the book Furrow stashed 
among the assault rifles, 
» bullet proof vests and 
5,000 rounds of ammu- 
j nition in the back of his 
truck. War Cycles/Peace 
Cycles is a Christian 
_ Identity tome by Richard 
Kelly Hoskins. Hoskins is 
the progenitor of the 
Phineas Priesthood doctrine, 


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































which holds that it is holy for lone wolf killers to target 
Jews and black people. But Hoskins is unlikely to squeeze 
the trigger himself. He is a 70-year-old, well heeled son of 
Olde Virginia, a happily-married stockbroker with grand- 
children: further confirmation, if we need it now, that 
white supremacist groups attract members from across 
the socio-economic spectrum. 

In this most Christian of officially non-denominational 
societies, it is becoming popular to pin these murderous 
acts on the approaching millennium. The argument goes 
like this: Christians who believe that the final battle 
between Good and Evil is predestined for the year 2000 
are more likely to engage in violence as a fulfilment of 
prophecy. Identity adherents - such as Hoskins and 
Furrow - believe the final battle will be a race war. 
Therefore, Furrow shoots Jews and kills a postman. 

There is a missing link in this syllogism, however. 
Identity doctrine does not couple Armageddon with the 
year 2000. There will be a race war, but the date is not cer- 
tain. And for decades Identity adherents have been hop- 
ing to start the conflagration. (Covenant, Sword and Arm 
of the Lord members started bombing and killing back in 
1983, for example.) Accusing poor old Y2K is simply clas- 
sic scapegoating. That is, placing blame on the not guilty. 

Further, while Identity doctrine may help reveal why 
Furrow shot at little Jewish kids in Los Angeles, it does not 
explain Benjamin Smith’s similar rampage in Illinois and 
Indiana last month. Smith’s World Church of the Creator is 
decidedly anti-Christian, even anti-Christian Identity. No 
millennial fever for him. 

Sadly, there is nothing new in Furrow’s murderous spree. 
Even targeting young children - made more fashionable 
by recent school shootings — is not without modern prece- 
dent. In the 1800s, murdering Native American children 
was simply white Destiny manifesting itself. In 1989, 
Patrick Purdy opened fire at a Stockton, California school 
killing five and wounding 30 Asian-American children. 
The state’s attorney general concluded Purdy’s actions 
were “premeditated” and “filled with hate”. 

The common factor among Purdy, Furrow and Smith is 
the desire to create an all-white nation, free of Jews, black 
people, gays, lesbians and other assorted race traitors. It is 
a dream they hold in common with a string of killers, 
among them Eric Rudolph, accused of bombing an 
Alabama abortion clinic in 1998 and still eluding police. It 
is what binds Furrow and Smith to Richard Hoskins’s 
Identity movement, William Pierce's National Alliance, 
Resistance Records’ music enterprise and even those mili- 
tia organisations that would otherwise be repelled by 
senseless killing. White nationalism is the unique defining 
element of this movement. It is the sense behind the 
senseless. 
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in brief... 


Dutch soldiers in racism inquiry 


A GROUP of Dutch soldiers stationed in Bosnia during 
the 1992-95 conflict regularly gave Nazi salutes and made 
racist remarks about the local Muslim population, 
according to military intelligence documents leaked to 
the newspaper De Volkskrant. Dutch army commanders 
are alleged to have done little or nothing to discipline the 
soldiers for their racist activities. 

The newspaper cited transcripts of interviews with for- 
mer soldiers assigned to protect the Srebrenica enclave as 
part of the United Nations protection force. 

An inquiry is under way into the incidents, the latest to 
look at incidents surrounding the fall of Srebrenica in 
1995, when Dutch peacekeepers were said to have stood 
by while Serbs massacred Muslim men in the town. 

The head of military intelligence has been sacked for 
failing to inform the Defence Minister, Frank de Grave, of 
the report concerning the men’s behaviour. 


Botha denies approving murder 


FORMER South African president P W Botha has rejected 
accusations that he approved the murder of eight black 
activists. The activists were killed in 1985 by booby- 
trapped explosives given to them by South African gov- 
ernment agents. 

Mr Botha issued the denial through his lawyer at a hear- 
ing of South Africa’s Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission, which is looking into the “zero-zero opera- 
tion” for which a number of former security force mem- 
bers are seeking an amnesty. 

In 1985 members of the Vlaksplaas death squad 
approached activists in the East Rand pretending to be 
-members of Umkhonte we Sizwe, the armed wing of the 
African National Congress. The youths were given mines 
and grenades that had been set to explode as soon as they 
were primed. 


Fascist election pact 


TWO OF Germany's electoral fascist parties, the 
Republikaner (REP) and the Deutsche Volksunion (DVU), 
have made a non-competition pact for elections in 
Brandenburg on 5 September and Berlin on 10 October. 

The deal stipulates that the DVU will only contest the 
elections to the Brandenburg state parliament, leaving 
the REP as the far right’s only contender in the city 
parliament vote in Berlin. 

DVU leader Gerhard Frey believes that the agreement 
will enable the fascists to concentrate their resources. 
Election analyst Manfred Gullner predicts that the REP 
could win seats in Berlin if the fascist vote is not split. 


WEDEN 





ae 


The prosecutor in the nazi police murder has requested 
an extension of time to bring the case to court. Police 
investigating the execution of two policemen by three 
nazis in Malexander on 29 May are still gathering evi- 
dence. 

Eight people have been arrested on suspicion of 
involvement in the bank robbery preceding the murders, 
when three masked men stormed a bank in Kisa, 250 kilo- 
metres south of Stockholm. Two policemen, Robert 
Karlstrém and Olof Borén, took up pursuit and were shot 
dead in an ambush. 

One of the killers, who was injured in the shootout, was 
identified as Andreas Axelsson, 28, an organiser of the 
Smaland SA nazi organisation and a leading member of 
the National Socialist Front (NSF). 

His partners in crime were identified as Jackie Arklév, 
26, a mercenary convicted for war crimes in Bosnia, and 
Tony Olsson, 26, an Aryan Brotherhood associate serving 
a four-year prison sentence for accepting a murder con- 
tract. Arklév was captured after a few days on the run but 
Olsson managed to make his way across the Atlantic. He 
was arrested in Costa Rica and extradited. 

At the time of the robbery Olsson was on day release 
from prison in order to star in a highly controversial play 
by the trendy writer Lars Norén at the National Theatre in 
which he spouted his nazi beliefs on stage. Although it 
was not Norén’s intention, the play, titled 7:3, has been 
condemned for spreading nazi propaganda. 

Outrage at the 7:3 affair intensified when it emerged 
that Axelsson was employed by the National Theatre as a 
driver. One of his jobs was to drive Olsson to and from 
prison for performances. 

Norén and his producer resigned in early August when 
a fourth man was arrested. Mats Nilsson, who has a con- 
viction for armed robbery, also has a nazi background 
and was one of three convicts involved in 7:3. He is 
charged with handling the proceeds of the bank raid. 

Four people have been arrested since then. Tony 
Olsson’s girlfriend is charged with aiding a criminal fugi- 
tive. A lieutenant in the armed forces, she claims she is 
innocent. Martin Axén, 20, an NSF associate and a friend 
of Axelsson, is charged with helping plan the robbery. 

Two other close friends of Axén, a 21-year-old woman 
and a 20-year-old man, well known in nazi circles, are 
suspected of handling the proceeds of the robbery. They 
have been released from custody, although they remain 
under suspicion and are likely to be charged for minor 
offences in connection with the robbery. 

The political angle is well to the fore as more details 
from the investigation come to light. With the exception 
of Olsson’s girlfriend, all those arrested have well docu- 
mented connections with nazi organisations, particularly 
the NSE 
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POUR LA FRANCE 


ET UINDEPENDANCE DE L'EUROPE 


FRANC 


The French anti-EU right 








The big surprise of the European election was that the list 
of candidates headed by Charles Pasqua and Philippe de 
Villiers polled as many votes as the list of President 
Jacques Chirac. 

This list, which styled itself as “sovereigntist”, has given 
birth to a new party, the Rassemblement du Peuple 
Francais (RPF), a name used by de Gaulle’s party in the 
1950s. While it has not yet announced any national ambi- 
tions, both its leaders have clear personal aspirations. 

De Villiers is not a new figure in the French political 
arena. Born in 1949, he comes from an aristocratic and 
military family. His father fought in the resistance during 
the Second World War before opposing Algerian indepen- 
dence and aligning himself with the extreme right-wing 
terrorist organisation, the OAS. 

De Villiers’s career has been an odyssey through the 
French right. An ardent royalist at the end of the 1960s, a 
liberal-conservative in the 1970s and 1980s, when he held 
ministerial office for a short time, and since the early 
1990s a conservative defender of French “sovereignty”. 

His main campaign themes are global anti-commu- 
nism, the moral order, Catholic values, nationalism and 
free enterprise. Most important is the right to property, 
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which he treats as a God-given natural law. De Villiers is 
not very popular on the right and his political errors have 
undermined his credibility. His success is attributable to 
his unlimited ambition, possession of a local bastion in 
the Vendée region of western France, which he has at 
times represented as an MP and his ability to exploit the 
media. 

This was not his first European election success. He 
made a similar breakthrough last time but it brought him 
no long term success. Now he will try to transform the 
RPF into an instrument to promote himself. 

Twenty-two years his elder, Pasqua has far more politi- 
cal experience than de Villiers. Having joined the resis- 
tance in 1942, aged only 15, he has remained a devoted 
admirer of General de Gaulle. 

Before entering politics, he worked for 15 years for 
Ricard, the well known Marseille drinks company. While 
developing his oratorical talents as a sales representative, 
he filled his address book with a wide range of social con- 
tacts made through his job. 

In 1961 he moved to Paris and a year later helped create 
the Service d’Action Civique (SAC), officially the protec- 
tion squad of General de Gaulle’s party but in reality a 
parallel police force. The SAC was implicated in numer- 
ous cases of political violence in the 1960s. 

Sacked by Ricard in 1968, Pasqua threw himself into 
politics and became MP for Hauts-de-Seine. His election 
was the result of a rather muscular battle, heavily assist- 
ed by his SAC friends under the battle cry of anti-com- 
munism. 

After de Gaulle’s resignation, he quit the SAC and in 
1974 helped Jacques Chirac establish a new party, the 
Rassemblement pour la République. Despite his shift to 
the centre, he maintained contact with a number of fig- 
ures on the extreme right, some of whom now appear on 
the RPF candidates list. 

Pasqua became Interior Minister in 1986 when, display- 
ing his inveterate obsession with law and order, he 
presided over a number of major police scandals. In 1993 
his hardline measures against immigration went down in 
history under the name of the “Pasqua Law”. 

Pasqua has been a relentless enemy of the European 
concept and this explains why he has never made it to 
first rank on the right. When he was dismissed from the 
leadership of the RPR in December 1998, he announced 
that he would lead an independent anti-Europe cam- 
paign in the European elections and appealed to all 
“defenders of French sovereignty”, right and left, to join 
him. 

When this flopped, he approached de Villiers to form a 
common list. Profiting from the Kosovo war, the two 
raised an anti-US chorus “for European independence”. 

The rest of the package was de Villiers’s: nationalist 
ideas, thumping the law and order drum and anti-immi- 
grant rhetoric. There was little to separate their pro- 
gramme from that of Le Pen - with whom Pasqua said, in 
1984, he shared “common values”. 

Pasqua and de Villiers are buoyed up by their 13.05% 
poll in June. After announcing the creation of their new 
party the day after the elections, Pasqua declared on 24 
July that he would be the RPF’s candidate in the next 
presidential elections in 2001. 

Already numerous activists from Mégret’s Mouvement 
National, as well as right-wing mavericks such as Charles 
Million, are bidding for a place in the RPE seeing it as an 
important political opportunity. But it is difficult to fore- 
cast the RPF’s future. Previous similar attempts have 
been marked failures. It seems likely that the RPF will 
play the role of an ultra conservative rallying point and 
will be in a position to broaden the audience for issues 
and ideas currently confined to the far right. 


NORWAY 





Old nazis reach for suit and tie 
From Monitor in Oslo 


AFTER months of silence while, they claim, they have 
been hard at work building the party, the newly formed 
Norwegian National Alliance is about to launch its pro- 
gramme and expose its leadership to the light. 

In an attempt to pose as mainstream politicians, the 
party has replaced its jackboots and bomber jackets with 
ties and suits. But thanks to a leak, Searchlight’s 
Norwegian sister magazine, Monitor, obtained a sneak 
preview of the programme and the names of the party’s 
main board members several months ago. 

The National Alliance is a merger between the United 
Nationalists, the White Electoral Alliance, the Patriotic 
Unity Party, Norway against Immigration and a couple of 
other small or semi-defunct groups. The leader of the new 
outfit is Kjell Tore Vogsland, a well known nazi and former 
chief of the United Nationalists. His two deputies are 
Kenneth Hartmann and Tore Pettersen, both former 
activists in the fascist Fatherland Party. 

An important post in the new party is held by Arnljot 
Moseng, who has been appointed its secretary. Moseng 
has had a long and disreputable career in the Norwegian 
nazi scene. He first came to prominence as the leader of 
the Fatherland Party’s youth organisation, a position from 
which he had to resign quickly after journalists revealed 
his contacts with hardcore German nazis. 

Moseng then appeared as one of the men behind the 
first attempt to set up a nazi bunker in Oslo. This project 
ended when police stormed the premises and seized fire- 
bombs, baseball bats and guns. During this period 
Moseng used the nom de guerre Hans Westmar, a name 
used by the infamous SA thug and martyr, Horst Wessel. 

After being kicked out of the bunker, Moseng together 
with his friend Christian Paus from the nazi Viking group 
set up yet another organisation, which they called the 
Norwegian Nationalist Movement. This two-men-and-a- 
dog “movement” published a rag with the misleading title 

- The Patriot, which applauded violent attacks on young 
anti-racists and promoted Holocaust denial. It also had a 
website hosted by the International Third Position. The 
group collapsed while Paus was doing his duty peeling 
potatoes in His Majesty’s army. 

Moseng then made a comeback as the leader of the 
Fatherland Party’s youth organisation and, together with 
Vogsland and his United Nationalist friends, he tried to 
take over the parent party. The attempt flopped last sum- 
mer, with the party’s owner, Harald Trefall, and the old 
guard managing to retain control. 

Moseng, the Norwegian representative of Digiweb, an 
international Internet service provider, deftly removed the 
Fatherland Party's website from the Internet. Officially 
Moseng then concentrated on running his business, leav- 
ing Digiweb’s head office in the USA totally unaware of the 
fact that its man in Norway is an infamous Holocaust 
denier and nazi. 

Keeping a low profile recently, Moseng has been partici- 


pating in Vogsland’s party building and has reportedly vol- 
unteered to set up a website for it. Another board member 
is Gisle Andreas Blom, a young racist activist who doubles 
as a member of the notorious Popular Movement Against 
Immigration. 

Many nazi activists have been eagerly awaiting the new 
party programme, but we can tell them now that they will 
be disappointed. In its frantic bid to get into the political 
mainstream, the National Alliance has watered down all 
the nazis’ favourite policies. Indeed many of its racist, 
anti-migrant proposals are already government policy. 
The party claims it accepts refugees coming to Norway, 
even if it wants to expel them as soon as possible. 

The only item that will give the nazis cheer is the pro- 
posal that economic support for religious groups should 
be restricted to those that have a historical connection 
with Norway, thus excluding both Jews and Muslims. 

The National Alliance, despite its feverish “party build- 
ing”, will not stand in the local elections in September. The 
only visible racist presence in these elections is the Oslo 
branch of the White Electoral Alliance, which has drawn 
up a candidates’ list full of well known nazi activists, 
topped by the 80-year-old convicted racist Bastian Heide, 
a former member of Erik Bliicher’s Norsk Front. Also on 
the list are two of Bliicher’s most servile errand boys, 
Andreas Morkved and Morten Andre Sorensen from the 
Norwegian chapter of Blood and Honour. 

Vogsland’s new party has a big problem. Most of the 
electorate are not stupid and can see that behind the fine 
words about freedom of speech, protection of refugees 
and freedom of religion stand people who want to wipe 
out these freedoms. 

Honest nazis will also have problems supporting the 
new party. One does not need clairvoyant skills to guess 
that this latest stab at a nazi party will end where all simi- 
lar attempts in Norway have wound up ... in the dustbin 
of history. 

Norway’s anti-fascist magazine Monitor can be 
contacted at Postboks 4741, Sofienberg 0506 Oslo 
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Del Boy parachutes in for Hess march 





on the small Danish island of Fyn to commemorate 

the German wartime nazi, Rudolf Hess. In an unof- 
ficial demonstration, supporters of Scandinavian Blood 
and Honour paraded around the town centre before retir- 
ing to the island of Langeland where they later held a nazi 
concert. 

The march was addressed by Eric Blticher, the leader of 
Scandinavian Blood and Honour, the organiser of the 
march. “They hate us like crazy,” he said of the authorities. 
“We drive them crazy and one day we shall drive them 
completely and utterly over the edge. 

“Our celebration of Rudolf Hess is not a stale ritual based 
on lost glories of the past,” he concluded. “It is a defiant 
act of honour and pride. Rudolf Hess is not dead.” 

The pitiful number of marchers reflected internal dis- 
putes and police action. The Scandinavian Blood and 
Honour network has recently been disowned by the 
Danish National Socialist Party (DNSB), whose leader, 
Johnny Hanson, is seeking a more respectable image for 
his party. Also absent was the National Socialist Front; 
Sweden's fastest growing group. Despite being partially 
bankrolled by Bliicher, early signs indicate that the NSF is 
siding with the DNSB. 

The demonstration was not supposed to be the only 
event commemorating Hess. The DNSB was intending to 
hold its own event the following week but it seems to have 
been cancelled after the police refused to allow the nazi 
group its desired route. 

In Germany there were several small events coinciding 
with the anniversary of Hess’s death. In Eisenhiittenstadt, 
Brandenburg, a hundred nazis marched “in favour of free 
speech’, while in nearby Strausberg, a gathering of 40 to 50 
nazis was broken up by police. 

The largest event was supposed to take place in 
Eisenach, Thiiringen, where the National Democratic 
Party (NPD) expected 500 nazis to celebrate the death of 
Ignatz Bubis, the late leader of the Jewish community in 
Germany. 

Among the marchers in Denmark, was Britain's very own 
Lord Lucan, better known as Del O’Connor. Until six 
months ago O’Connor was number two in the British nazi 
terror group Combat 18. He has since left the group, 
roundly denounced by the group's leader, Will Browning. 

It is too early to ascertain whether his presence indicates 
a split between Browning and his Scandinavian col- 
leagues, Bliicher and Marcel Schilf, owner of the NS88 CD 
empire. While publications from Scandinavia still link 
themselves to the British group, Browning seems to be 
refocusing his attention on Germany, where he had close 
links with Thorsten Heise. 


QO: HUNDRED nazis marched through Sundborg, 
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If nothing else, O’Connor'’s presence alongside Schilf 
and Bliicher will be certain to infuriate the C18 boss, who 
is accusing O’Connor of stealing money and informing. 
Adding insult to injury, a picture of O’Connor standing 
next to Bliicher on the Hess march adorns the 
Scandinavian Blood and Honour Internet site. 

These are troubled times for C18. Ostracised from the 
entire far right in Britain, one of its American activists 
seems hell-bent on opening a new division in the interna- 
tional skinhead scene, this time with Hammerskins 
Nation. A regular contributor in the nazi Internet chat 
rooms who claims to be C18’s leader in the United States 
is losing no time in attacking the Hammerskins leader, 
Scott Lessing. Lessing, who was recently in Europe, faced 
questions about these tirades while in the company of 
German nazi skins. 

Having only recently called a truce with Nordland of 
Sweden and Resistance Records of the United States, C18 
can ill afford to open up a new battlefront in the skinhead 
movement, particularly as the Hammerskins Nation has a 
considerably larger following around Europe. 

O’Connor’s appearance seems to be his first since his 
deportation from the United States in late June. It is 
reported that he moved there in January this year with a 
large bag of the group’s CDs, which did not exactly endear 
him to his former comrades to say the least. While there 
he is said to have upset his hosts by stealing money from 
them. Let us hope Blticher and Schilf checked his bags as 
he left, otherwise they might find their vast CD stocks 
somewhat depleted. 
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The Dignity Report 





Every week, TRIBUNE carries all the news and views from 
Labour and the Left. TRIBUNE is essential reading for all 
The Politics of Whales those keen to keep up with events inside the Labour Party 
ee ee, and the New Labour Government and in touch with 
cea Be rer Ace Campaigns on key issues such as the Welfare State. 


Tick the top box on the form below to subscribe to 
TRIBUNE at the special three-month introductory rate of 
£10, saving 20 per cent on the normal price. Or tick the 

bottom box to receive details of annual Direct Debit 
subscriptions. 


U YES, | want to subscribe to TRIBUNE for three months under your 
SPECIAL OFFER. | enclose a cheque/postal order for £10 made payable to 
“Tribune Publications Ltd” and crossed “not transferable”. 














O Please send me details of annual subscriptions by Direct Debit. 


ROB NOMG cor scresr cnr teeeb terete 


Send to: Tribune Subscriptions Offer, Freepost, 308 Gray’s Inn Road, 
London WC1X 8BR (no stamp needed) 


Searchlight Publications 


Facing the Threat: Fascism and the labour movement 
Serchh wih ye & Wear a act seas Published by Searchlight and Tyne and Wear Anti-Fascist 
Fascism and the Labour Movement Association 
acing the threat This book provides vital information on the nature of 
: fascist groups and their specific actions and policies 
fo | against trade unions. Also included are articles on the 
| ei Spanish Civil War and an interview with a Chilean trade 
ft unionist who was persecuted by the Pinochet regime, as 
well as up-to-date information on fascism in Europe. 













# White Noise: an investigation into the 
international skinhead musie scene 
\ Edited by Nick Lowles and Steve Silver 
A unique insight into the international nazi skin- 
head movement, this book is the result of a ten- 
year study of its subculture and the nazi music 
scene in Britain. As a result of this research lead- 
Wing nazis have been arrested and a number of CD 
oressihg plants have refused to produce their material. 
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